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To his Excellency William P. Kellogg, Governor of the State of Louisiana: 

Governor—The Board of Health respectfully submits its annual 
report. 

The neglect of the General Assembly, at its session of 1874, to 
provide by appropriation for the usual annual deficiency in the 
revenues of the Board, and the additional pecuniary embarrassment 
caused by the action of certain ship-owners in enjoining the Board 
from collecting quarantine dues, threatened the whole quarantine 


system of the State with immediate dissolution. To bring this 


important matter promptly and clearly before the only authority 
competent to remedy this unfortunate and dangerous condition of 
affairs, a special report was submitted to the Legislature, immedi- 
ately upon its assemblage. Being of permanent interest, it is made 
a part of the annual report, and now follows: 

The Board of Health respectfully submits a special report. 

This report exhibits the receipts and expenditures of the Board 
of Health during the year 1874, its liabilities at the present date, 
the considerable decrease during the present year of the revenue 
which supports the quarantine system and the Board of Health, and 
the probable total annihilation of that revenue in the near future, 
with some recommendations for legislative action for its relief and 
future support, and for such modifications of existing laws as will 
give to the Board of Health that peymanent, efficient and scientific 
organization which is necessary to a body charged with the respon- 
sible duty of protecting the City and State from preventable disease 
and death. 


The Treasurer of the Board of Health, in account with the State of 


Louisiana. 
Dr. 
To cash on hand January 1, 1874........... $157 02 
To quarantine drafts on hand January 1, 
1874, (uncollected) ........ Sac lea? 276 45 


— $433 47 
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TO MISSISSIPPI STATION. 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 


BEATION schS ee co ese RES OE: Dee eed aee $19,237 560 
To hospital charges on sick at quarantine eae: 
hospital MNGi visi eels wie egies etek cielo eae “43 00 


TO ATCOHAFALAYA STATION. 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 





19,280 60 


station, as. per rolls 0 Loy cane teenie ee $277 50 277 50 
TO RIGOLETS STATION. 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 
station, as. per Tolle scp... oro) Gees 347 80 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 
station, collected at the basins........... 97 35° 
Bo 445 15 
TO OTHER SOURCES. 
To cash received for medicine...........26. $2 00 2700 
Totalisnm received .ccelec pees $20,488 72 
BY MISSISSIPPI STATION, Cr. 


Paid balance of salary of resident physician 

for 1873, at $5000 per annum............ $311 66 
Paid salary of resident physician from Janu- 

ary 1 to April 10, and from October 14 to 

November 19, 1874, at $5000 per annum, in 

Tl)... ois Soe c ie eels cee ae ee 1,888 77 
Paid on account of salary of resident physi- 

cian from April 10, to October 13, and from 

November 20 to December 31, at $3500 per 


atm (S221 Oy mm paid ) lcs ves eens 1,956 65 
Paid salary of assistant physician (1874), at 

$2600 per annus.) ceo ee seen 155 49 
Paid salary of assistant physician (1874) at 

SDOMIDEr ANNUM, (oe. Sie ee at 236 16 
Paid salary of assistant physician (1874) at 

S900gper annuii SONOS ieee ete 34 10 
Paid wages of employes at station, during 

the yaor 1874s. Go aie ciel ee me 3,234 54 
Paid for groceries and supplies furnished sta- 

fion 1ggl873\.. c. son peti ae eine on eeeneeans t 698 72 
Paid for groceries and supplies furnished sta- 

TOD INBLOTA ac jesse a woe cle Com ROG peer 1,028 89 
Paid for fresh meat purchased at station in 

LOT s Baie ch cies eats oo stelalods sacha ate agents 168 71 


Paid for paints, oils, etc. furnished station in 
LE fares Metre ws cin a's ands sate -n wieterctgiem aetna 19 50 
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Paid for drugs and medicines furnished sta- 


UPMEUL SS Fires. wiles wept eg a ca.4' shea « $okue, 6654 37 55 
Paid for disinfectants furnished station in 

RMR: iets er, A See clas as, a sees 60 oo vie 48 50 
Paid for disinfectants furnished station in 

ee ee erent yey a GAL she seater e eect diese 10 90 
Paid for lumber purchased for repairs at sta- 

PR Up EMER S PADI ors ic Le telly <icicn Se os asags wi qce so: 339 10 
Paid for atomizer for station............... 48 30 
Paid for Sturtevant’s exhaus. fan for station -79 00 
Paid for fumigator for station........ ..... 19 00 
Paid for iron pipe for station......... ge eat 10 00 
Paid for belting for station...... Mike. oe 11 90 
Paid for sheet iron for station.............. 4 50 
Paid for stationery for station............. 27 60 
Paid for bunting for station ........... wa 21 10 
Paid for freights on supplies, ete., to station 102 30 
Paid for making coffins for station......... 12 50 
Paid for hardware sundries for station...... 12 29 
Paid for medical thermometer for station.... 3 00 
Paid telegram to station ................. 2 90 
Paid for one dozen chickens for station..... 5 50 
Paid for one keg nails for station....... ge 5 75 
eraatomeDOUL HOOKS: . 2.5... eee. ee eee nes 1 45 
Paid for sundries purchased at station during” 

PNT case, iba, vine «lf po mS ss 8 ha x’ 106 05 


Paid resident physician’s bills for sundries 
purchased at station during the year 1874 318 72 





oe $11,557 10 
BY RIGOLETS STATION. 
Paid on account of salary of resident physi- 
@Giateathe station toril874i. 3 ss. eke $353 85 
Paid resident physician’s bill for incidental 
SxPelsesat Station... 2 .ccedoe se ccdasds 18 95 
Paid for disinfectants for station........... 4 00 
Paid for paints for boat at station.......... 4 05 
380 85 


BY ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 


Paid on account of salary of resident physi- 
MBEIRULIIPEDY £20 te gc wale ca cidigcdd sets wc bas $190 00 190 00 


BY SANITARY INSPECTORS OFFICES. 


Paid sundry expenses for sanitary inspectors’ 
EMSs ie Nel e as bh teleleiale bass os 13 60 13 60 


BY OFFICE EXPENSES. 


Paid balance of salary of president for 1873, 
Mees 000 PEM annum . 5.2%... 222 ee ene ses 1,166 72 
Paid on account of salary of Sie for , 
Pea Bt SA000 per ANNUM. ........ reece SooLae 


4 
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_ Paid balance of salary of secretary and treas- 

urer for the year 1873, at $2000 per annum 833 38 
Paid on account of salary of secretary and 

treasurer for 1874, at $2000 per annum ... 666 64 
Paid balance of salary of attorney for the 


year 1S7gu. Ais css ale cee aaleuiey a. eee 500 00 
Paid salary of clerk for the year 1874 ...... 1,650 00 
Paid wages of porter for the year 1874..... 240 00 
Paid wages of messenger for the year 1874.. 144 00 


Paid rent of board rooms for the year 1874.. 900 00 
Paid for vaccine virus supplied physicians 


187 S7AN ALG (4 ones sa hte a eee ane erates 1TT 26 
Paid for books purchased for library in 1873 

aNd 1874 pole oi oes Disielece anne eee ee 150 838 
Paid New Orleans Gaslight Company for gas . 

supplied office and laboratory 1874....... 130 90 


Paid for lithographing one thousand charts 
yellow fever at Shreveport for the annual 


report Of LB 1p. ch sels vie vs ere Ge ee 85 00 
Paid subscriptions to city papers .......... 40 20 
Paid subscriptions to foreign scientific jour- 

nals and periodicals..................-. 26 25 
Paid subscriptions to domestic journals and 

periodicals oe boo’ hp lates a Raise tate een res 17 00 
Paid insurance on microscopical and meteor- 

ologicalinstraments (en <1 sceine e a es 21 25 
Paid for barograph papers for barometer.... 14 00 
Paid for gas fixtures for office and laboratory 6 25 
Paid for repairing barometer clock ......... 10 00 
Paid for printing one thousand death certifi- 

Bates, 10 OFCOM). os'slicsis< cs ethene eee 7 50 
Pasa for emptyinowvault:. 0 eee es oe, ee 8 00 
Paid for kindling woods: si i¢:i2)2282200.4 6 50 
Paid for six zines for battery 2.0.5... 200.024 6 00 
Paid for blue stone for battery ............ 7 50 
Paid rent of postoffice box 1874............ 9 35 
Paid for box for official records............ 5 25 
Paid for lamps for experiments in coal oil... 4 00 
Paidor framing chartsiQyii4 Vee te 5 80 
Paid for fixtures for office windows........ 1 65 
Meid@pr coal ion ofice.. 75, 2. 4a5c gees ok 3°75 


Paid for postage and postage stamps, and in- 
cidental expenses at office during the year 133 30 








———- 7,311 50 
Total amount expended............. $19,453 05 
By quarantine drafts on hand uncollected... $783 95 
By cash on hand s.e.0.cerwcesens « we ceases 201 72 
| — 985 67 





$20,438 72 
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New Orteans, January 19, 1875. 


I have this day examined the books, vouchers and papers of the 
Board of Health, State of Louisiana, for the year ending December 


31, 1874, and have found the same correct in every detail. 


CHARLES HILL, 


Examiner, State Auditor’s Office. 


Approved : 
Cuartes Crinton, Auditor. 


STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES 


Of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana on the thirty-first day 


of December, 1874. 


MISSISSIPPI STATION. 


For groceries supplied Mississippi Station in 1874...... 
For disinfectants supplied Mississippi Station in 1874.. 
For one sulphur furnace purchased for Mississippi Sta- 
LL AIEY p ale AU SIALEE ST IRI a Rn AAR A Se 
For hose purchased for same ............0cce seco cece 
For paints, oils, etc., purchased for station, Ee Wg eae 
For freight on supplies, etc., to Mississippi Station, 1874, 
oo PEL preg a al AE (eek se Aap Oden, Pl a 
For balance of salary of resident physician at Missiasippi 
PICAMOTELCGETLITICALS LIVEN). jis wisbdis since s sem sci meses 


ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 


For balance of salary of resident physicians, 1874, (cor- 


MEE VOD Rei tate legis se cine at) Paise ete Cmts lg sie eo eisicys 
RIGOLETS STATION. 


For balance of salary of resident physician, 1874, (cer- 
PEER AVELE eee Ne thes aerate oo rarely oa, Wo taease 6 die, s = 
For balance of wages of employes at station, 1874, (cer- 
BOM LIN OT ret csettoters Saisie lsh ties tale diate na oat stn OA 
For sheriff’s fees removing vessel to quarantine station, 
EMRE ee ins Pate Late oss ltt ota celal ots sw nares Sore @ Wee ae 


OFFICE EXPENSES. 


For salary of president of the Board of Health, ten 
momtnrdt S2u000peramnimy Uiiees ti. 0... ee 


_ For salary of secretary and treasurer of the board, eight 


BONS, AL S2000 Per ANNUM. .. pose. cee emeennncce 
For salary of attorney of the board for the year 1874.. 
For office furniture purchased in 1874 ................ 
Porenbscriptions to city papers... ....008 ecevsccoes 
For towing steamboat Belle Lee to Milan street and re- 

MERE). ete Ties ctain's e's nes ale Soe Cae e's dias Oa ts» 


$251 
213 


86 


106 


37 
75 
221 


710 


146 
295 
119 


1,666 
1,333 


00 
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For vaccine virus purchased, 1874..........q.--.-0e8- 18 90 
For subscriptions to scientific journals and papers aatey 50 00 
For printing a thousand copies of annual report of 1872 900 00 
For lithographing two thousand charts, mortuary and 
meéteorolopical; [S72 sass bier ei aise ins 9i0 > ea ee 500 00 
For printing, blanks, blank books, stationery, etc., etc., 
for office, quarantine stations, and sanitary inspectors’ 


Off G66) LB Ti ace. os ss oleae oe Cie eae ee Oe ek ee 926 00 
For printing a thousand copies annual report for 1873. . 900 00 
For lithographing two thousand charts, mortuary and 

meteorological, 1873... 0.55 eee 4. ok cn ee yee 500 00 


For printing, blanks, blank books, stationery, ete., etc., 
for office, quarantine stations and sanitary inspectors’ 


offices during the year 1874....2.......s0ccesveneue 909 25 
Total luabilities.. sov.cs iso oie cee ere ais ope eee $10,826 36 


The causes of the large indebtedness of the Board, shown by the 
statement of the Secretary, are: 

First—The deficient appropriation by the General Assembly at 
its session of 1873, which left debts of the Board unliquidated 
amounting to two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Second—The Legislature at its session of 1874 made no appropri- 
ation whatever for the relief of the Board, which consequently began 
the year with the burden of seven thousand dollars of debt. 

Third—The receipts at the Mississippi Quarantine Station have 
decreased from twenty-five thousand dollars in 1869 to nineteen 
thousand dollars in 1874. 

Fourth—The cost of carrying on the operations of the Board is 
somewhat enhanced by the increased price of supplies in general, 
while quarantine dues, not being as formerly paid in gold or its 
equivalent, their purchasing power is to a corresponding extent 
diminished. 

Fifth—While the revenues of the Board have thus seriously de- 
creased, its expenses, even with constant efforts at economy, have 
decidedly increased. 

The General Assembly is respectfully reminded that previous to 
the act of March 11, 1870, increasing the powers of the Board and 
consequently its duties, this body was in effect merely a Quarantine 
Board, and its duties and powers #s a Board of Health practically 
nothing. 

Previous to that date there were no meteorological or other ob= 


15 *% 
¥ 


servations made, no extended or systematic or continuous recording 
of the facts of epidemics and epidemic disease, no laboratory work 
or expenses, no vaccine furnished to physicians of the City and State, 
no purchase of scientific instruments or use made of them, no house- 
to-house inspection with its attendant expenses. Whatever reports 
were made to the Legislature consisted of a few pages eontaining 
some valuable facis, but no way comparable with the accurate, 
extended and complete reports which are now annually presented, 
and whose value is distinctly recognized by all experts in sanitary 

matters throughout the United States. | 

An examination of those items which cause the increased expenses 
of the Board at the present time, as contrasted with the past, will 
show that they are in the main necessities of the increased and 
increasing work accomplished by the Board of Health. 

As has been stated, the Board of Health began its fiscal year with 
a debt of seven thousand dollars. To increase its financial difficul- 
ties, Charles Morgan and other New York steamsbip proprietors 
procured in the United States Court an injunction, forbidding the 
Board to collect quarantine dues from vessels belonging to the 
before-mentioned persons. The diminution of the revenues of the — 
Board from this cause during the year just closed, amounts to the 
sum of twenty-six hundred dollars. 

In April, upon the recommendation of this Board, Dr. Alfred W. 
Perry was appointed quarantine physician at the Mississippi station. 

Dr. Perry introduced a system of disinfection of vessels, more 
thorough than had been before attempted, requiring the aid of new 
appliances, which, however, by his mechanical and inventive skill, 
his personal industry and supervision, were furnished and put in 
working order, at an expense which, though very moderate, was yet 
an addition to the ordinary current expense of the station. 

Dr. Perry made a contract with the Board to accept salary at the 
rate of thirty-five hundred dollars per annum, instead of five 
thousand dollars, and to furnish an assistant at five hundred dollars 
per annum, instead of two thousand, as salaries are allowed by law. 
In addition to these reductions, he brought down the pay-roll of 
the station by the discharge of employés not required by the neces- 
sities of the station, and by reduction in supplies used, so that the 
expenses of the Mississippi station were reduced from about twelve 
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hundred, to seven hundred and thirty dollars per month; and at 
the’ date of his removal had laid before the Board a proposition, 
whilst increasing the salary of the assistant physician, to bring the 
total expenses of the station to six hundred and ninety dollars per 
month, being at the rate of, say, eight thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum, instead of fourteen thousand six hundred dollars, as 
under his predecessor. 

Much to the regret of the Board of Health, on the fourteenth of 
October Dr. Perry was superseded by Dr. Howe, who held the 
position about five weeks, during which period all attempts at econ- 
omy were disdained and the expenses brought up to the former rate 
of about fifteen thousand dollars per annum. 

At the request of the Board of Health, made in consequence of 
this official extravagance, and also because of disobedience to posi- 
tive instructions of the Board directing disinfection of vessels from 
infected ports, Dr. Howe, on November twentieth, was superseded 
by Dr. Julius S. Clark. By Dr. Clark the plans of the Board for 
the economical management of the Mississippi Quarantine Station 
are cordially and completely carried out, the rate of expenditure at 
the present time being somewhat less than under the administration 
of Dr. Perry. 

It is evident that the receipts of the Board have therefore been so 
managed that, had the action of the courts not deprived it of a por- 
tion of its usual revenue, they would have very nearly provided for 
its expenses. The indebtedness of the Board December 31, 1873, 
seven thousand dollars, and its loss of revenue by injunctions, two 
thousand six hundred dollars, approximate closely to the ten 
thousand dollars indebtedness of the Board December 31, 1874. 
This debt will require an appropriation by the General Assembly 
equivalent to ten thousand dollars in cash. 

As was suggested in the opening sentences of the report, it is 
almost certain that all revenues of the Board will be taken away 
very early in the year. If the maintenance of quarantine and the 
continued existence of the Board of Health be esteemed desirable 
by the Legislature, action to that end is necessary. The amount of 
appropriation necessary for the support of quarantine and the . 
Board of Health during 1875 is twenty-six thousand dollars. The 
small amount of three hundred dollars for nails and paints is 


, 
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necessary to prevent rapid and serious deterioration of the quaran- 
tine buildings. The work of repair could be done by the employés 
of the station. 

Partially to meet its expenses, the Board of Health recommends 
that it be constituted Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths for 
the parish of Orleans, and in support of this recommendation re- 
spectfully sets forth that the study of vital statistics is the founda- 
’ tion of the science of hygiene, and the accumulated facts of vital 
statistics are only valuable, interesting and fruitful of conclusions, in 
the degree that they are truly and fully recorded, faithfully pre- 
served, scientifically analyzed, published and acted upon. As at 
present kept, the records of births, marriages and deaths are 
seriously deficient in the accuracy and completeness which give to 
such records sanitary and legal value. Properly to perform the 
duty of registrar, the preliminary training and experience of the 
vital statistician are absolutely necessary. Therefore, to place the 
Board of Health in charge of this duty is to secure accurate record, 
careful preservation, scientific analysis and use of these vital statis- 
tics. In all other cities where boards of health are organized, such 
board is the registrar of vital statistics; the experience of other 
communities confirming the statement just made. The deficiency 
of the present registry of deaths would be much greater than it 
even now is, were it not for the voluntary aid of physicians in 
affording information, and for the blank certificates of death fur- 
nished gratuitously to all physicians by the Board of Health. 

The community, the State, and the student of vital statistics of 
this and other countries derive the facts for study from the publica- 
tions and from the office of the Board of Health, and not from the 
office of the registrar. The registrar for th8 parish of Orleans has 
never made any publication of the facts accumulated in that office, 
and for sanitary and scientific purposes the office is utterly useless. 
The Board has been assured by legal authority that the deficiency 
in the manner of the registration of deaths is so serious, that, were 
the legal point raised, the whole registration would be pronounced 
invalid by reason of this incompleteness. The funds of the board 
are exhausted, as shown by the accompanying exhibit. To transfer 
the registry to the Board of Health would be to furnish the Board 
with means to pay about one-third of its annual expenses. The 
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transfer of the registration, and the fees therefor, as before recom- 
mended, will relieve the taxpayers of an annual, unnecessary expense 
of, say, eight thousand dollars. The Board, therefore, urges its 
request as a matter of scientific and hygienic importance, and as @ 
matter of political economy and reform. 

Another advantageous amendment of the Quarantine act, sug- 
gested by the opinion and praetice of other similar bodies, and con- 
firmed by its own experience, would be to increase the duration of 
the time of membership in the Board of Health. Terms of from three 
to six years, and their consecutive expiration, would secure to this 
body, thus organized, extensive knowledge of the science of hygiene, 
practical experience, continuity of ideas, and improving methods. 

Addition to existing laws should be made giving the Board of 
Health ample power in thé presence of disease contagious in char- 
acter, or in presenee of threatened epidemic, to take all needful 
measures, and expend the moneys necessary to prevent the preva- 
lence of contagious or epidemic sickness. The want of funds has 
seriously embarrassed the Board in its attempts to limit the spread 
of small-pox. Not unfrequently cases occur in which it is desirable 
to destroy infected personal property, to move all inhabitants from 
an infected house, and to provide temporary quarters for the indi- 
gent, or to remove vessels or steamboats from an infected locality. 
These necessities, and others arising unexpectedly, in spite of 
careful. provision, require command of funds and adequate powers. 
The health of the inhabitants of New Orleans being most directly 
benefited by such measures, the expense arising therefrom should 
properly be borne by the treasury of the city. i 

The project of a bill reorganizing the Board of Health, properly 
enlarging its powers, “making it the registrar of the parish of 
Orleans, and containing other comparatively unimportant modifica- 
tions of existing health laws, will be prepared by the Board and 
submitted for your consideration and adoption. | 

ithough thinking it unnecessary to make extended and formal 
defense of quarantine measures, the Board deems it proper in this 
connection to express its strong and increasing faith in the value 
and necessity of a thorough system of quarantine and disinfection 
of vessels from infected ports. During the past five years the Board 
of Health has made rigorous and continuous effort, by thorough and 
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timely disinfection to prevent or delay the progress of yellow fever. 
During this period experience has been acquired in the use of dis- 
infectants, facts have accumulated as to the apparent modes of 
progress of the disease, and improved methods of securing every 
information of its appearance here have been employed. In 1870 
New Orleans suffered from yellow fever. As an epidemic it was 
confined to a portion of the Second District, twelve blocks by four. 
The same year, about six weeks later, yellow fever appeared in 
Mobile, and ravaged every part of that city. In New Ozleans great 
efforts were made by sanitary operations to arrest the progress of 
the disease. No efforts whatever were made in Mobile. 

In 1871 yellow fever appeared in New Orleans. Efforts were 
made by the Board of Health to limit its spread, and with apparent 
success, while all other Southern cities, towns and villages in which 
it appeared that year suffered with it in its epidemic form. In none 
of those communities were intelligent, persistent efforts made to 
control the disease. 

In 1872 yellow fever was again present in the Fourth District of 
New Orleans. Disinfection was again™ practiced with apparent 
success. 

In 1873 yellow fever appeared in all the Districts of the city, and 
was epidemic in limited localities in the Third, Fourth, Fifth and 
Sixth Districts. Disinfection apparently confined the disease to 
the vicinity of the spots where it appeared, and the city altogether 
escaped general epidemic, whilst Shreveport, Memphis, and numer- 
ous other Southern communities passed through the terrors of a 
general and fatal yellow fever epidemic. 

In 1874 a few cases of yellow fever appeared in this city, but in 
those localities where they manifested themselves sufficiently early 
in the season to be considered atest of the value of disinfection, the 
results of that process may be considered satisfactory, more espe- 
cially as our unfortunate neighbors of Pascagoula and Pensacola 
suffered from epidemic yellow fever, showing that the exemption of 
New Orleans was certainly not owing to favoring dissimilarity of 
meteorological conditions. r. 

During the time that Dr. Perry was Resident Physician of the 
Mississippi Quarantine Station, April 11 to October 14, 1874, several 
vessels, which had yellow fever on board, either while in West In- 
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dian ports, or during the voyage to this port, were disinfected under 
his supervision. In not one of these did yellow fever make its ap- 
pearance after the vessel arrived in this city. Two days after the 
station passed into the charge of Dr. Perry’s successor, and con- 
trary to the explicit instructions of the Board of Health, a vessel 
from Cuba was passed without disinfection. A week after the vessel 
was laid to wharf, and the contents of her hold discharged, yellow 
fever broke out on the vessel. This may be only a coincidence, but 
bears strongly the apparent relation of cause and effect. 

The result of the labors of the Board to secure the State against 
the introduction of yellow fever, and the city of New Orleans itself 
against its introduction and spread, appears therefore highly en- 
couraging. From its present vantage ground of experience and 
accumulated facts, the Board of Health, as an official duty of great 
importance, expresses its opinion that the failure of the General 
Assembly, by suitable legislation, to provide for the future mainte- 
nance of the Board of Health and the quarantine system of the 
State, would be a public misfortune. 

In behalf of the Board of Health, 
C. B. WHITH, M. D., President. 





QUARANTINE. 


As required by law, inspection of vessels was maintained through- 
out the year at the Mississippi quarantine station; from May 1 to 
November 1 at the Brashear station, and from August 5 to October 
2 at the Rigolets station. 

’ The customary quarantine against ports of the yellow fever zone, 
was maintained from June 15 to October 10. The Board has here- 
tofore expressed its opinion of the inutility of a detention of a few 
days alone to secure the port from the introduction of yellow fever. 
If not probable, it is possible that, unless efficient ventilation and 
disinfection be practiced, the yellow fever poison in a ship may 
increase both in amount and virulence during the detention at 
quarantine. 

It seems not unreasonable to hope that means may ultimately be 
found to destroy the cause of a disease, of which localization is so 
striking afeature. It is evident that it is desirable by inspection, 
detention and disinfection to first ascertain that it is practicable to 
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prevent the transit of yellow fever through quarantine, and if this 
‘-be accomplished, the delay can be brought to the narrowest limits 
compatible with safety. 

The Board during the past year, while insisting on the detention 
required by law, has made special effort in the direction of dis- 
infection. By the aid of an apparatus planned by Dr. Perry, and 
put in operation under his supervision, sulphurous acid gas, in large 
quantity, was forced into the hold of vessels; carbolic acid being 
used reely in the bilges, forecastles, etc. As was stated in the 
special report, either by coincidence or as cause and effect, on no 
vessel so fumigated and disinfected did a case of yellow fever 
appear. | 

Should it be ascertained that a ship with cargo can be promptly 
and effectually rid of yellow fever poison and forwarded to her 
wharf, it will yet be advisable to detain her passengers for a certain 
period. Such passengers exposed to infection of yellow fever in a 
foreign port, and arriving in New Orleans within its period of incu- 
bation, may sicken and die in the city. Granted that the disease 
may not be propagated by persons, yet the deaths of a few, made 
notorious by the telegraph and press, work great injury to the 
commercial interests of the city. All persons liable to the disease 
should for this reason be retained at quarantine until the usual 
period of incubation be passed. | 


YELLOW FEVER. 


The subjoined table includes all cases reported to the office of the 
Board of Health, and one death, the cause of which was assigned 
by the attending physician as bilious fever, but from attendant cir- 
cumstances should probably be considered yellow fever. 
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Numbers five and six of the table, were cases contracted at Pas- 
cagoula, Mississippi. Numbers eighteen and nineteen contracted 
yellow fever from their own ship—the Queenstown—an undisin- 
fected and unfumigated vessel from Havana. Numbers ten, twelve 
and thirteen should not be considered yellow fever. They were, 
in all probability, cases of neglected malarial fever, of very severe 
grade, accompanied with marked blood changes; a class of cases 
which are to be seen in New Orleans alniost every year. No. 16 
was not unmistakably a case of yellow fever. No. 17 had a certifi- 
cate of death by bilious fever, but_the disease was probably the 
same as No. 8, whose certificate was death by yellow fever. The 
case No. 8 was, however, not reported, and, consequently, not seen 
by any medical man save the attending physician. No. 20 was ina 
semi-comatose condition when received into the Hospital, and its 
previous history could not be obtained. There remain of the table 
nine cases, which all evidence, both positive and negative, declares 
to have been of indigenous origin. The first three cases of the 
table occurred on a block where yellow fever prevailed the pre- 
ceding year. A yellow fever death occurred last year in the same 
square with case No. 4 of the table. Number 14 appeared on the 
opposite side of the street where a death occurred last year. As 
to the other four cases of fever of apparently indigenous origin, 
no cases of yellow fever occurred in their immediate vicinity last 
year. ; 

Nearly all the cases of this year were reported from the First and 
Third Districts of the city, and in the reports of Drs. Herrick and | 
Devron, Sanitary Inspectors of those districts, these cases will be 
found discussed ably and at length. 

Disinfection was practiced energetically in all cases whose origin 
could be traced. The method is the same as in former years, and 
is substantially as follows: 

Wherever a case of yellow fever occurred, the streets surrounding 
the square were sprinkled with Calvert’s No. 5 carbolic acid diluted 
with about fifty parts of water. For the roadway a large sprinkler 
on wheels was used, and the sidewalks were sprinkled by hand. 
The ground in the neighboring yards around the infected house was 
similarly treated, and the privy vaults were disinfected with the zinc- 
iron chloride solution. After the termination of the case by death, 
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recovery or removal, the infected apartments were fumigated with 
sulphurous acid or chlorine. In some instances the walls and fur- 
niture of the rooms were treated with the spray of dilute carbolic 
acid, by means of a steam atomizer. The infected clothing and 
sheets were disinfected either by boiling water or by soaking in di- 
lute carbolic acid. The extent of ground disinfected was according 
to the length of time elapsed since the appearance of the fever. It 
is supposed that the infection extends along the ground at the rate 
of forty or fifty feet daily, and that this is the usual mode of its spread, 
except when it is conveyed in fomites. Accordingly it is thought 
sufficient sometimes to disittect the street only partly around the 
square, and one or two neighboring yards on each side, together 
with that in the rear; while, after some days’ delay, the whole square, 
or even more, must be surrounded with a disinfecting band and the 
enclosed surface then be sprinkled. | 


SMALL-POX. 


Tabulated Statement of cases of small-pox, reported to the Board of Health 
during the year 1874. 
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The above figures enable certain comparisons and conclusions to 
be made. Six hundred and five deaths by small-pox are at the rate 
of 2.88 deaths per annum per 1000 population. Six hundred and 
five deaths are 8.90 per cent. of the total death-rate. 
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Of 1338 cases of small-pox, 712 were white and 626 colored, a 
rate of 4.59 cases to 1000 of white population, and 11.38 cases to 
1000 of colored population, estimating white population at 155,000 
and colored at 55,000. : 

The total number of deaths for 1874 was 6798. The total death- 
rate per 1000 per annum was 32.37, and the annual death-rate, had 
not small-pox, an eminently preventable disease, prevailed, would 
have been 29.49. 

Persistent and decided effort was made by isolation, disinfection 
and vaccination, to limit the spread of small-pox. 

Of the 605 deaths from small-pox, 150 were certified to by the 
Coroner. These cases became known to the Board of Health, only 
by the necessity of certificates for burial, and with other cases, which 
come to the knowledge of the Board after recovery, or, perhaps, are 
never made known, are the occasion of its long, ceaseless, and partly 
unavailing efforts for the total and speedy destruction of the small- 

pox poison. 

Should jurisdiction be conferred upon the police courts to enforce 
the ordinances of the Board of Health, as the city ordinances are 
enforced, by fine or imprisonment, small-pox in New Orleans would 
be a controllable disease. At present the cases that have no medical 
advice, by reason of poverty, have no fear of a civil suit, whose 
result is only a money pepe having nothing to lose, they have 
nothing to fear. 
TYPHOID FEVER. 

The number of deaths from this disease during 1874 is larger than 
for several years immediately preceding, and the following table is 
therefore of interest. ; 


Deaths by Typhoid Fever, 1874. 
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Much difference of opinion existed as to the true nature of the 
disorder, which prevailed so extensively in some portions of the city 
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as to be with propriety considered epidemic. The rate of mortality 
from the disease did not exceed two to three per cent., and the total 
estimated cases for July and August would therefore be about one 
thousand. By some the disease was entitled typho-malarial fever, 
meaning thereby that the disease was a neglected malarial fever; 
by others called continued fever; by others fievre muqueuse, by some 
classed as true typhoid fever; by still others considered to lack the 
pathogncmonic symptoms of that disorder. Very few cases and no 
deaths occurred at the Charity Hospital. It is not known that any 
autopsies were made. Dr. D’Aquin, from the records of thirty-two 
carefully observed cases, concludes the disease to have been genuine 
enteric fever. His notes show the average duration of the disease 
to have been twenty-one days. Diarrhea present in many cases. 
No hemorrhages from the bowels. LEpistaxis frequent about fifth 
or sixth day, in light cases. Relapses of severity occurred in four 
of the thirty-two cases. Rose-colored spots were present in certain 
of the cases. The disease seemed to spread from member to member 
of families. In six severe typical cases the march of the tempera- 
ture corresponded in a marked manner with the typical typhoid 
fever temperature line given by Wunderlich. 

Although the general opinion of the profession may be that the 
so-called typhoid fever of 1874 is not genuine typhoid, character- 
ized by enteric lesions, the carefully kept records of an honest and 
highly intelligent observer have great weight, and will much assist 
in settling a difficult question. In the report of Dr. Devron, Sani- 
tary Inspector of the Third District, will be found a statement of 
the opinion of physicians of that section, adverse to the idea that 
the typhoid fever of 1874 was an enteric fever, concluding it rather 
to be a form of malarial fever. Dr. Herrick, of the First District, 
discussing the subject with his customary candor and care, gives his 
opinion, as that of most of the medical men of that district, that the 
disease, though a continued fever, was not typhoid fever. 


METEOROLOGY. . 


Full record of the observations made during the year is given in 
the special report on that subject made by Mr. Stathem, Meteoro- 
logical Observer to the Board. 

The relations of city mortality to varying meteorological condi- 
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tions are shown in a striking manner in the lithographic chart, por- 
traying weather changes and weekly mortality. The fearful death- 
rate, consequent upon the long, persistent, and high heat of the 
period extending from July 26 to August 16, culminating with the 
week ending August 16, is the most striking feature of the year’s 
record of deaths. The pen of W. M. Smallwood, Esq., furnished to 
the Times newspaper so graphic and accurate an account of the 
so-called “heated term,” that it is deemed advisable to reproduce it 
here. | : 
THE HEATED TERM. 


ENTIRE ABSENCE OF CONTAGIOUS OR PESTILENTIAL DISEASES. 


The general reader is doubtless informed of the saturnalia of 
death which has prevailed throughout the Union in consequence of 
the extraordinary heat during the past few weeks. It seems the 
heated term did not prevail in all sections of the country at the 
same time, but affected the North, West and South in succession. 

In the city of New York, the maximum of mortality, it appears, 
was reached when the temperature was conjoined with excessive 
moisture, the effects being chiefly manifested among children under 
two years of age. It was otherwise in New Orleans. With us there 
was no such conjointure, and consequently little cholera infantum, 
or any of those particular kinds of disease most destructive of 
infant life. With us the mortality superinduced by the great heat 
was most marked in persons of matured life—from thirty to forty 
years—just when men begin to look down the short road to the 
grave, and realize for the first time that they are ‘getting old.” 

Realizing the vast importance of this subject, an attaché of the 
Times visited the office of the Board of Health yesterday, where, 
through the patient and obliging courtesy of Dr. C. B. White, Presi- 
dent of the Board, he was enabled to gather all the material facts 
entering into this report. It is manifest that the Board, and espe- 
cially the President and several district sanitary inspectors, are 
doing all in their power, not only to remove causes injurious to the 
public health, but also to preserve and tabulate the vital statistics of 
the city, accompanying the same with such observations as are cal- 
culated to aid in ascertaining the causes of diseases, and in discover- 
ing for them proper and effective remedial processes. 


TEMPERATURE AND RAIN-FALL. 


We present first the following table, showing the temperature and 
rain-fall in the city during the week ending Sunday, August 16, 
1874: 


TEMPERATURE. Rain- 


Day. Max. Min, Range. Mean. fall. 
ATO HAE D0 PRA es eS 98.0 80.0 180 89.0  .00 
Anipust Jain cecil Oo ri . 98.0 82.5 15.5 90.2 .00 
Anuonst 12 x: steimie pe at oley 96.0 82.0 14.0 89.0 .00 
AUSURL Lo eens sue cement orL 80.5 18.5 89.8 24 
August Dai Mie sess. cee see 97.0 83.0 14.0 90.0 .00 
Ampustgl 5 wih gee wake ea wee 91D 80.0 17.5 88.7 .00 
AUGUSE: LG cu rniss User teenslsteie 96.0 76.5 19.5 86 3 .69 

SUIT GAN YET. aati iets he ees 97.86 80.64 16.71 89.00 93 


With the exception of a fall of two-tenths of an inch on August 
13, no rain fell from July 24 to August 16. 

It is to be remarked, in commenting upon the foregoing table, 
that' the ordinary temperature of the blood is 984 degrees. Any 
cause raising it above that is injurious to health and dangerous to 
life. Of course, we do not wish to be understood as saying that a 
transitory temperature of the blood beyond the ordinary standard 
mentioned is necessarily injurious or dangerous, but if a person’s 
blood be subjected continuously to a higher temperature, then it is 
so. It is well known that a blood heat of 105 is very dangerous to 
human life, even in persons where other conditions are favorable, 
and if conjoined with other and depressing causes, it is almost cer- 
tain to produce dissolution. A degree or two of heat beyond that 
temperature always proves fatal, and when atmospheric heat is con- 
tinuously maintained at or near the normal heat of the body, it is 
easy to see that very slight disturbing causes, ordinarily insufficient, 
may raise the temperature of the blood to the degree dangerous to 
life. 

The total mortality of the city during the week ending on Sun- 
day, August 16, was two hundred and ninety-six. That was fright- 
ful, and, as resulting chiefly from excessive heat, surpasses any- 
thing of the kind known here for years. Ordinarily, the mortality 
would have been about one hundred and twenty or one hundred 
and twenty-five. Itis thus seen that the excess of deaths during 
the week, and reasonably attributable to the heat, was one hundred 
and seventy-three (approximately. ) 

It is of course impossible to determine the exact ratio of mor- 
tality resulting from joining the heat with given conditions and 
habits of life; but some of those conditions and habits may be with 
certainty pointed out. There might be mentioned 


First—Excessivé labor, either mental or physical, increasing the 
ordinary temperature of the blood. 


Second—Employment exposing the person to the influence of the 
direct rays of the sun. 


Third—The low and depressed condition of the vital forces re- 
sulting from disease or from intemperance of any kind, or from the 
deterioration of tissues. 
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Fourth—The habit of sudden refrigeration from within or from 
without of the body. 

The death-list of last week shows an increased mortality result- 
ing from these causes being conjoined with the solar heat. Doubt- 
less many—but how many it is impossible to say—cases resulted 
from the manner in which many people are known to have hoarded 
the heat in their houses by refusing to open and properly ventilate 
them during the night season. No doubt many families, from habit 
or fear of depredations, thus live in a temperature several degrees 
above that which prevailed without. 

A table showing the number of deaths, at given ages, will facili- 
tate us in applying the four propositions made above, and so it is 
here given: 


DEATHS ACCORDING TO AGES. 


NERS ae ee te ea een a os cin uN nso g.4 dc leceis ial vad 5 33 
UC ee eats ree alate tlia Gal Wie 6 gh aid 05. Slalece, «ins cas ¢.ayaii's 17 

Se RTMMME CGE ar VEa) teckel ole cerca eald wn) Iie of oon a igs hicah efeiaainca 2026 19 
Bata LU VATE os no oicee s wee AIOE? BY See Oia meee 9 
SOMO EN OULS aos’ sc. e's g'sisinc saith ¢ oh ecuieys 94M of n Raald alel dha aces 2 
OUTS OLS OO. a iace a sis's p vin icieis'ds tvs Nase eee oar lg mre oe 3 
RRR ORL i cot re oka a sac 5 ehh eke ais) blero a pea dus tenaratat scala nn 18 
URED VCUIR Gs ate a odie» b10.4ioip san. > ACHE RCI 2 NE EUR ESRC aRe 
DERE VOUT. «5 os s'5.0, 0 0015 90.8 ERS PERE SOR RON aR 58 
TRMEEMUPV ORES TS 5. 0's. s s.e's eseien wens © 6.8 MAa Sipe. ates oh sas agdin atti asl 34 
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SIS OO CALS eh Celael al ela ie ono Ain Micha nie Kiting > ahs, 0, 654i «pic 19 
MRI GALS R Ie ee Me sos sot hein oy Guat Cutietnk sigonie Pa cial ett 0.6.6 10 
80 to 90 years ....... Ba ieitet Ponta wosare' «, ¢ rasp wh {CoRR i ae BY Maar 1 
YO to 1LO0'years ...........- Bee ee eee ea ana ait sats come 0 
100 and upward.......... CRG Na te rae Par ete Ga Gece a Sahat, 
LT Tey pe eng Dieiegs Ole Pine eal Riser AbD Rea Res: 8 
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The foregoing table shows that the period of greatest health is 
from ten to fifteen years of age. Take the age of fifteen years as 
an initial point, with a range of fifteen years each way, there is seen 
a steady increase of mortality down to persons one year old, and a 
corresponding increase up to persons thirty years old. At that age 
(thirty years) begins the greatest mortality. In the period, thirty 
to forty, the deaths jumped up from nineteen to fifty-eight. In that 
period will be found the causes mentioned in proposition 2 and 3, 
which, conjoined with the heat, operated to produce the greatest 
mortality. For instance, there were only nine deaths of consump- 
tion in the previous week, but last week there were twenty deaths 
from that disease. It is not usual for deaths of this kind to multi- 
ply, except in seasons of great moisture and variations of tempera- 
ture. The hygrometric condition last week would appear to have 
been favorable to persons afflicted with consumption. The increased 
mortality of such persons is therefore attributable to the fact that 
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they were unable from a low stage of vitality to withstand the 
excessive heat. 

In this same period are to be considered persons whose vital forces 
have been destroyed by intemperance, and who fall off when any 
new or unusual death-producing cause is brought to bear upon them. 
Here also may be considered those who are most subject to the in- 
fluence of the direct rays of the sun, since it is probable that a ma- 
jority of the out-door laborers range from thirty to forty years of 
age. This conclusion is strengthened by the fact, attested by the san- 
itary reports, that a.majority of the persons who died from conges- 
tions were males. To show what out-door laborers are required to 
resist, we present a statement showing the force of the direct rays 
of the sun, as recorded by the solar-radiation thermometer. This 
instrument is a maximum self-registering thermometer, whose bulb 
‘ is blackened, that it may more entirely absorb the rays of the sun, 
the whole instrument being enclosed in a glass tube, from which the 
' air has been withdrawn. The showing of this instrument for last 
week was as follows: 

August 10th, 137° ; 11th, 140° ; 12th, 138° ; 13th, 1364° ; 14th, 
135°; 5th, 138°; 16th, 138°—the mean maximum of the week being 
137.70°. 

In the increased mortality of the period beginning where men 
cease to be soldiers —50 to 60—we find what the excessive heat did 
with those suffering from deteriorated tissues. 


CONGESTION OF THE BRAIN——ALCOHOL. 


It appears from the detailed mortuary report that there were 52 
deaths from congestion of the brain, 3 of the lungs and 1 of the 
heart. The total deaths from fevers was 77, and of these 47 were 
congestive. It is not improbable that a large proportion of these 
resulted from the cause assigned in proposition 4, the sudden refrig- 
eration of the body by artificial means. Others may have been, and 
doubtless were, in consequence of the use of alcoholic drinks. 
Upon this point we do not wish to be misunderstood. Congestion 
is not a positive, but a negative result of alcoholism. It seems to 
be pretty well established that alcohol does not heat the blood ; on 
the contrary, it may be said to cool it. But those using alcohol be- 
come insensible to heat, and during periods of such extreme solar 
temperature as was recently experienced, such persons are liable to 
have their blood heated to a dangerous degree, without being con- 
scious of it. The effects of alcohol on nervous centres are somewhat 
similar to the action of chloroform, rendering persons careless and 
indifferent to physical sensations. Thus rendered insensible, the 
intemperate use less precaution, expose themselves more frequently 
to the direct rays of the sun, and are apt to adopt methods of sud- 
den refrigeration. 

On the whole, the theory of congestion of the brain is a doubtful 
one. It may be that the nutritive properties of the blood are des- 
troyed by the heat, and thus are produced those serious and nox- 
ious results, which are usually denominated congestion. 
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PROPORTION OF MALES AND FEMALES, 


The large number of male persons, as compared with the number 
of females, who were numbered with the slain last week, is a nota- 
ble fact. The record shows, males 177, females 118, not stated 1. 
Here again is evidence going to show the ill effects of alcohol, irreg- 
ularity of life, and exposure to the direct rays of solar heat. 


THE CAUCASIAN AND THE AFRICAN, 


Perhaps there never was a more striking illustration of the supe- 
rior capacity of the black man to withstand excessive heat, above the 
white man, than is furnished by last week’s mortuary report. The 
proportions were : blacks 26, mulattoes 29, whites 239, not stated 2. 
Usually the rate of mortality among the black people largely exceeds 
that of the white people, and it is in that way we are accustomed to 
account for a considerable part of our annual death-rate. But here 
for last week the increased rate all relates to the white people. If 
it be assumed that the rate was the same for both white and black, 
then the deaths of black and colored people instead of being 55, 
would have been 80. | 


CONTAGIOUS AND PESTILENTIAL DISEASES. 


It remains for us to remark that, throughout this period of intense 
heat, the city has been free, and still continues to be free, from all 
contagious or pestilential diseases. There were, it is true, two 
deaths from small-pox, but the present week will, no doubt, show the 
entire eradication of that disease. As for fever cases, of any and 
all kinds, they were not proportionately more numerous than usual, 
except those known and reported as congestive. 


A POPULAR BELIEF. 


Many persons unskilled in physical science, have attributed the 
intense heat to the influence of the comet. An English astronomer 
said the tail of the comet would lap the earth, and prophesied that 
its coming would be attended with great heat. Without giving 
these theories the least credence, we will be permitted to state that, 
in the summer of 1872, the direct rays of solar heat reached 150 
degrees for one day, and frequently the black bulb thermometer 
registered 1474 degrees. That was much higher than was shown on 
any day during our late heated term. Now, we do not remember 
that there was any special complaint of the heat during that summer, 
and it is certain there was no unusual mortality resulting directly 
from the temperature of the atmosphere. We have here a ther- 
mometrical paradox, a higher direct maximum solar heat in 1872 
than in 1874, but a lower maximum mean atmospheric heat then 
than now. This apparent paradox might be accounted for on hygro- 
metric principles, and perhaps in other ways. 
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THE GENERAL HEALTH OF THE CITY. 


The “heated term” was an unwonted visitor in every part of the 
country. Its duration was from three to four weeks. Elsewhere, as 
here, it was productive of an increased mortality. Butit has passed, 
and the city has resumed its former tone of healthfulness, and we 
are glad to be able to say that the general health of the city is 
excellent—better, indeed, than it has been known to be for years 
during the summer solstice. Just before the “heated term” came 
upon us, we published a statement showing the uninterrupted good 
health, and that not a case of yellow fever or other pestilential dis- 
ease had occurred during the year. We can repeat those words to- 
day. Still is the city wholly free from pestilence of every kind. 


SANITARY OPERATIONS. 


The annual house-to-house inspection was made as in former 
years, and its results appear in the tables which follow: 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTION. 


Number of premises..............00. otales ae 5 eeereeeam 37,566 
Number of premises with hratantes Sede ths » de kale tee . 4,826 
Number of premises with cisterns..........0ceseseccees 26,124 
Number of premises with cisterns and hydrants.......... 5,685 
Number of premises without water supply ............... 580 
Number of houses built of wood.......... hale eiatetsiste/e! en 28,763 
Number of houses built of iron and stone................ 22 
Number:of houses built/of brick.....)7..% 25 oc. ane ene an 8,681 
Number of animals on premises* .......... een eee ete 6,338 
Number of vacant lotey:... ss, . ss,./s icine sfeloiela wats ia' sie 2,279 
Number) of:inhabitants /7. 3. 6c. cee aes « tale 173,067 
White Ser, ois s woe che em ete eae bite ee LSU Saw } 
Colored ini, <o\tnSe etree ie ees MN 43,095 
Number of children born in LISTS Ties 40/0 h whl eh ee 3,796 
WV hite 4)... oe as No ciw “Btok GaN date sa ahato Ey atetees BUM Cae 2,723 } 
Golored'.'s is je's les ic eteysle svateled ool crae ish: see 1,073 


*Exclusive of the Sixth District. 
tExlusive of the Sixth and Seventh Districts. 
{Exclusive of the Sixth District. 


MISCELLANEOUS WORK. 


Number of Inspections madeviiey cee Dales este | eee 56,781 


Numbersof-réeinspections*made <0) sheew.s se. oo sree 12,827 
Number of nuisances found requiring abatement ......... 13,390 
Number of notices served to empty vaults ............... 8,260 
Number of notices served to rebuild vaults............... 336 
Number of notices served to repair vaults..........0.00-- 567 
Number of notices served to disinfect vaults ............. 3,696 


Number of notices served to clean premises .............. 515 
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Number of notices served to fill lots............. See thas ols’ 87 
Number of notices to drain lots............ceeeceeee cece 124 
Number of notices served to remove hogs.........-00...: 62 
Number of notices served to supply water ...........+... 86 
Number of notices served to repair houses..............- 14 
Number of notices served to raise and drain alleys ....... 12 
Number of guotices served to vacate premises............- 3 
Number of ‘premises disinfected ............ cece eeeeeeee 1,649 
Number of premises fumigated..............0..eeeceees 1,056 
Number ofycases of smallpox ol. .05 ee ee ee ek 1,338 
Number of cases:of yellow fever .............. bigness 20 
Number of persons reported for non-compliance with orders 
SPMRRETMIIUIBENCE tes cle tats. clelsia crises 0s fase uae as ee 4c 79 


This work is mainly done by the members of the ‘police force 
detailed for permanent duty with the Board of Health. As it is 
important to have this work done early in the year, a considerable 
temporary detail was asked for from the Police Board. This was 
furnished by that honorable body, with the cheerful promptitude 
which has always characterized its action in reference to matters 
of health. 

The Board of Health is pleased to publicly acknowledge the con- 
tinuous, cordial, and intelligent co-operation of the honorable Board 
of Metropolitan Police Commissioners. While recognizing the good 
service of almost all the police officers who have done sanitary duty 
during the year, the Board mentions with gratification, the intel- 
ligent and faithful performance of duty of its permanent sanitary 
police. On the fourteenth of September, the sanitary officers were 
recalled to duty with the general police force, and served during the 
fight of that day. Officer Camp was shot dead at his gun; officer 
Kenner was slightly, and officers Wooddy and Barrett were danger- 
ously wounded. Fortunately these latter experienced and most 
excellent officers will recover. 

Tt is to be noticed that a population of 173,000 inhabitants only 
is announced as having been subjected to inspection. This is be- 
cause the whole of the city was not reached by the inspection, 
which was confined to the more central and densely populated por- 
tions in which inspection and the cleansing of yards, vaults, etc., 
consequent thereupon, was more pressingly necessary. 

In the course of the house-to-house inspection, inquiry was made 
in each family as to the number of children born in the preceding 
year, in the hope of reaching results approximating the actual 
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birth-rate. The investigation, as far as was made, shows a rate of 
20.95 births per thousand white inhabitants per annum, or 47.73 white 
inhabitants to each white child born; and a birth-rate of 24.90 to 
every one thousand colored inhabitants per annum, or 40.16 colored 
inhabitants to each colored child born. This differs widely from 
the results of 1873, which were one child born to every thirty white 
inhabitants, and one birth to every twenty-five colored inhabitants. 
It is not unlikely that the efforts made by the Registrar of the 
parish, by means of agents calling at each house to ascertain births 
and threaten fine if not registered, have led some families to conceal 
the births which have taken place. If those agents ascertain that 
the parents can not pay any fine, and that they can not or will not 
pay for the registratien of a child, then, although all the labor re- 
quired to gather the facts has been expended, the child is neverthe- 
less not registered. | 

The office of registration of the parish of Orleans is used by 
those holding it merely as a money-producing office, and such oc- 
cupants take no interest whatever in the vital statistics which are, 
or can be therein accumulated. Indeed no fees should be exacted 
for registration, but fine or imprisonment, or both, should be inflicted 
upon those disobeying the law enforcing and regulating registration. 
The Registrar of the parish of Orleans makes no reports, gives 
no bonds, is not by law responsible to any one, and his records have 
no superintendence, as the office is now conducted. The duty of the 
person now filling the office, consists in signing his name on an 
average not exceeding thirty times per day, and therefor receiving 
payment in cash, equal to the combined salaries of the President of 
the Board of Health, its Secretary (a bonded officer), and its Clerk, 
who does duty as book-keeper, telegraph-operator and meteorologi- 
cal observer. It is high time this office of registration ceased to be 
a matter of personal money-making, and was conferred upon the 
State Board of Health, as matter of pecuniary reform, and still more 
for the great advantages at once gained for the sanitary work of the 
City and State. | 

In the full and excellent reports of the Sanitary Inspectors will be 
found careful details of sanitary work done and results attained in 
the several districts. 

The report of Dr. Devron, of the third district, has interesting 
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facts relative to the improvement of health by late destructive fires 
in that portion of the city, and also in reference to the extraordi- 
nary mortality from malarial fevers in the same district. In his 
report these topics are fully discussed, and are of very considerable 
sanitary interest. Careful reading and consideration are suggested 
for the reports of the Sanitary Inspectors of all the districts. 


CONCLUSION. 


In the report of the Secretary of the Board will be found carefully 
prepared tables, being analyses of the general mortuary list. Full 
details also are furnished of the receipts and expenditures of the * 
Board during 1874. A statement of its liabilities at this date, and 
the amount of legislative assistance to carry on the work of the 
Board and relieve it from debt, is also furnished. Careful examina- 
tion and consideration of the remaining matter of this report are 
recommended, as containing much matter valuable to those intrusted 
with the general welfare of the State. 

In behalf of the Board of Health. 
C. B. WHITH, M. D., President. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 


New Orteans, December 31, 1874. 
To the President and Members of the Board of Health: 

GerntLEMEN—I have the honor to submit herewith tables showing 
results of Meteorological observations maintained at this office during 
the year 1874. 

The monthly tables show the tri-daily observations of the barom- 
eter, with the daily and monthly mean values, the temperature as 
recorded by the maximum and minimum thermometers, the daily 
record of direct solar heat, obtained by the black-bulb thermometer, 
the dew-point and relative humidity of the atmosphere, obtained 
from observations of the dry and wet-bulb thermometers, and the 
rain-fall. 

In addition thereto, record has been made of the amount and 
kind of cloudiness, of the direction and force of the winds, and 
of such casual phenomena as have from time to time been observed. 

The mean or average temperature for the year 1874 was 171.009 
degrees Fahrenheit, against a mean of 69.069 degrees for the pre- 
vious year. ? 

A. comparison of the monthly tables for the two years, shows 
January to have given an average of 6.84° FE. higher than the 
corresponding month of the previous year, while the month of Feb- 
ruary following gave an average of one-half degree higher than the 
corresponding month of 1873. 

The temperature during the month of March, both in respect to 
its mean value and its maxima, was higher than for the month of 
April following; the lower temperature of April being caused by the 
great evaporating ‘surface in the Mississippi valley, created by the 
memorable overflow of that month. 

In 1873 the highest monthly average, as well as the highest maxi- 
mum temperature, occurred during the month of July. In 1874 
the “heated term” occurred during the month of August, ending on 
the sixteenth; the average temperature for that month having been 
85.025 degrees, which was 2.7 degrees higher than the average for 
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the corresponding month of 1873, and about one and one-half de- 
grees higher than that of the month of July of the same year. 

The greatest daily range of temperature occurred on October 13, 
being twenty-eight degrees. - 

The months showing the most equable temperature, or the least 
extremes between the temperature of the days and nights, were 
February and September, the average range for each month being 
about twelve degrees. 

_The months showing the greatest extremes were May and October, 
the mean range for the former month being sixteen degrees and for 
the latter fifteen degrees, caused by the almost total absence of 
clouds during those months, leaving both solar and terrestrial radi- 
ation unobstructed. 

The average daily range of temperature for the year 1874 was 14.085 
degrees, and for the previous year 14.029 degrees; a difference of 
but fifty-six hundredths of one degree in range, notwithstanding 
the difference in the average temperature of the two years. The 
mean range of the two years may then be taken as a very 
fair standard for New Orleans, at an elevation of, say, twenty-five 
feet above the ground. 

The highest temperature recorded during the year occurred on 
August 13, being 99 degrees, and the lowest occurred on January 
7, being 32 degrees, a range within the year of 67 degrees. The 
heated term of 1874 might be said to have been inaugurated 
about July 26, continuing to August 16, the lowest daily maximum 
during that period being 93 degrees, and the highest 99 degrees; but 
the period of greatest heat was from the 9th to the 16th, the daily 

maximum at no time being below 96 degrees. The average tem- 
| perature for the period July 26 to August 16, was 87.42 degrees, 
and for the week ending August 16, was 89 degrees. The average 
of the daily maxima or day temperature for the longer period 
mentioned, was 95.66 degrees, and for the weekly period, of greatest 
heat, was 97.36 degrees. The average minima or night temperature 
was for the longer period 79.19 degrees and for the week ending on 
the 16th, 80.64 degrees. The average of the daily range of tempera- 
ture was not excessive, being about sixteen degrees, and the maxima 
of direct solar heat were not unusually high, considering the high 
temperature prevailing, ranging from 133 to 140 degrees. 
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The effect of this high temperature upon the public health was 
remarkable, in the fact ‘that it demonstrated pretty clearly that the 
temperature of the first two weeks, though reaching to near the 
limit of endurance, did not materially affect the health of the com- 
munity, while an inerease of 2.54 degrees in the average of the daily 
maxima, and 2.18 degrees in the daily minima, this being the rate 
of increase of temperature for the last week, over the average of 
the first two weeks, caused a mortality of a fraction less than three 
hundred deaths, about one hundred and seventy-five of which were 
attributed to the excessive heat. It is possible that the first two 
weeks of high temperature may have so reduced the system in 
many cases as to cause persons so affected to succumb to a pro- 
longation of the conditions causing such relaxation, rather than to 
an increase of heat. 

The record of solar radiation does not offer any material contrast 
to the record of the previous year. The average for the year was 
118.57 degrees, against 116.81 degrees for the year 1873. As 
during the previous year, the highest monthly average was during 
the month of August, being 133.21 degrees, while the average 
for the month of July was lower than the averages for June and 
September, respectively, owing to the number of days of continued 
cloudiness and rain fall during the early part of July. The highest 
single record was made on May 28, being 143.5 degrees, while during 
the summer months 140 degrees was the highest recorded—on 
August 11. 

The mean atmospheric pressure for the year, as recorded by the 
Aneroid barometer, was 30.083 inches against a mean of 30.065 
inches for the year 1873. The record shows the lowest monthly 
average to have occurred during the month of August, while in 
1873 the lowest pressure recorded was during the month of May, 
which was also the period of greatest precipitation. In 1874 the 
heaviest and most continued rains occurred during April, when the 
mean barometric pressure was not only higher than that of August, 
but also higher than that of May following, when no rain fell, except 
a slight precipitation on the last day of the month. The opinion is 
hazarded that the rains of April were due to the large evaporating 
surface caused by the overflow of a great portion of the Mississippi 
valley, rather than to general storm currents passing over the 
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country—the rains being local. The highest pressure recorded at 
regular hours of observation occurred at 2 o’clock P. M., January 
25, 30.65 inches, and the lowest 29.60 inches at 9 o’clock P. M., on 
April 8, a range within the year of 1.05 inches. 

The average humidity of the atmosphere (saturation being 100) 
was 72.79, the average for 1873 being 15.40. The record shows 
the lowest humidity to have prevailed during the months of May 
and October, the means for those months being 62 and 65 respect- 
ively. The months showing the highest average were February 
and March, being for each month 78. The record of rainfall has 
been maintained during the year, the gauge being exposed at No. 
159 Canal street, at an elevation of about fifteen feet above the 
ground. The total sum of the rainfall was 59.28 inches, against 
75.13 inches for the previous year. 

The year 1874, as regards the rainfall, presented a characteristic 
contrast to the year 1873, the former year (1873) being remarkable for 
periods of continued and excessive rainfalls, the latter for periods 
of complete absence of rain. The months showing heaviest rainfall 
were April and July, the record for, the former month being 14.58 
inches, and for the latter 11.74 inches. In each month there was an 
exceptionally heavy rain-fall; that of April occurring on the 16 
and 17, measuring 7.28 inches, and that of July 8.07’ inches, from — 
about 6 P. M. July 3 to 12 P. M. July 4. With the exception of a 
fall of twelve hundredths of an inch on May 31, the effect of which, 
owing to the dusty condition of the streets, was scarcely appreciable, 
no rain fell from April 24 to June 9, a period of forty-five days. 

In a city, a large proportion of the inhabitants of which depend 
upon cisterns for a supply of water, as is the case in New Orleans, 
this long absence of rain had an injurious effect upon the health and 
comfort of the people thus inconvenienced. Many of the inhabi- 
tants of that portion of the city beyond the limits of the water-works 
were obliged to secure water for drinking and culinary purposesfrom , 
the street gutters. 

The second drought occurred during the month of October, and 
the early part of November. Save two hundredths of an inch on 
November 8, no rain fell from September 27 to November 16, a 
period of forty-eight days. 

The daily observation of the temperature of the hydrant water at 


41 


8.30 A. M. instituted on July 1, 1873, was continued to June 380, 1874, 
completing the year. The mean temperature for the year obtained 
from this observation was 67.93 degrees. The record shows a 
variation of thirty-six degrees between the highest and the lowest 
figures recorded during the year. The greatest monthly ranges oc- 
curred during the months of October and December 1873, being 
11.3 and 12 degrees respectively. During the month of May, 1874, 
the variation was but two degrees, which leads to the inference that 
the temperature of the soil at a depth of a few feet only, is influenced 
by rain-fall, the month of May having presented a very equable 
temperature, and no rain having fallen during that month. The 
highest temperature recorded was 84 degrees on July 13, 1873, and 
the lowest was 48 degrees on December 31, 1873 and January 1, 
1874. 

In addition to the data offered in the accompanying tables, record 
has been made of the elastic force of vapor atthe temperature of the 
dew-point, the amount and velocity of clouds, direction and force of 
the winds, time of beginning and ending of rains, and of the oc- 
currence of frost and other phenomena. 

For the hygrometric figures of the morning and evening observa- 
tions from September to December inclusive, and for other courte- 
sies, the office is indebted to Sergeant Nelson Gorom, in charge of 
the Signal Station in this city. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC STATHEM., 
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TABLE A, 


Showing Mean and Extreme Temperature and Solar Heat, as recorded by Registering 


MONTH. 


ee oe 


August... 
September 
October... 
November 
December 











Thermometers, during the year 1874. 




















SOLAR RADIATION, 





TEMPERATURE. 
Maximum. Minimum. Range. 
° 5 + A 
Bi 4s lee B 43 ei < 
Sive | dg i Sios loa kee sb ae ileg | sis 
en Pcie. leer om faeries! |b Sy Pee dee Sil te Se the Seo a 
an re b= Re hed = oO ee q so | 
77.0| 40.5 |63.758]| 64.5) 32.0 |49.678]| 23.5 | 3.5 |14.0801/56.718]| 123.0] 52.5 
77.5| 52.0 |65.840|| 64.5| 41.5 |53.340]| 22.5 | 3.0 |12.500//59.590/| 121.0! 81.0 
84.0| 57.0 |'74.790|| 71.5] 50.0 |60.820|| 22.0 | 7.0 |13.970''67.805]| 131.0] 65.0 
82.0] 62.5 |'73.400|| 70.5| 49.5 |59.050/| 22.0 | 3.0 |14.350|166.225]/ 123.5] 75.0 
92.5| 70.5 |85.097/| 76.5} 57.0 |68.726|| 22.0 | 4.5 |16.371|/76.9111| 143.5/111.0 
94.0| 82.0 |89.883|| 78.5] 72.0 |75.350|| 19.5 | 8.0 |14.533/|82.616|! 139.0/109 5 
95.0| 75.0 |88 948|| 79.0! 71.0 |75.707|| 18.0 | 3.0 113.241||82.327!] 138.0' 94.0 
99.0| 82.0 |92.194!! 83.0) 73.0 |77.855|| 19.5 | 6.0 |14.339|/85.025]| 139.0/100.5 
90.5| 75.5 |86.860!| 78.5) 61.8 |73.970|} 20.0 | 8.5 |12.890//80.415/| 139.0|117.0 
87.0| 62.0 |78.600|| 70.0! 51.0 |63.290'! 28.0 | 5.0 |15.310//70.945!| 134.0|166.0 
83.5| 56.5 |'71.080|| 68.5| 39.0 |57.130|| 24.0 | 5.0 |13.950//64.105/| 130.0/ 89.0 
78.5| 54.0 |66.180|| 69.0; 42.0 |52.690|| 22.0 | 3.0 |13.490|/59.435/| 122.5! 67.0 
eS ee .... }63.9671| .... 14.085''71,009!! .....!..... 
TABLE B, 
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a 


100.940 

99 285 
116.032 
110.630 
128.810 
132.480 
130.583 
133.210 
132.080 
124.790 
112.070 
101.260 


118.514 


Showing Average of Atmospheric Pressure, with monthly range, average humidity of 
the atmosphere (sat. 100) and amount of rain-fall monthly, during the year 1874. 
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February -. 
March..... 
April eeeeee 
May 


July .-+e+e 
August.... 
September . 
October ..-. 
November . 
December . 
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ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE. 
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30.202 
30.097 
30.040 
30.032 
30.040 
30.033 
30.042 
29.974 

0.007 

0.150 
30.169 
30.211 


30.209 
30.112 
30.060 
30.058 
30.056 
30.047 
30.069 
29.969 
29.997 
30.161 
30.172 
30.233 





30.083 130 095 





RELATIVE HUMIDITY. 


























| Rainfall—inch 


nue 
~3 0 
Oat 


- a 2 ; : ; 

A | i © = = A q 

s MES Tee ame wel Seip kes, thats gg 

ro) a es 4 ~ 3] Te = 
30.192 |30.199 {30.650 |30.000 ||83.06.} 64.03 | 79.03 | 75.37 
30.087 |30.095 |30.350 |29.840 |/85.35 | 68.89 | 81.04 | 78.43 
30.032 |30.041 |30.315 |29.710 ||86.06 | 67.61 | 82.09 | 78.59 
30.031 |30.038 |30.320 |29.600 !'!82.86 } 65.23 | 7859 | 75.55 
30.026 {30.026 |30.275 |29.800 (75.71 | 50.04 | 70.48 | 65.41 
30.026 |30.033 |30.180 |29.870 ||79.57 | 57.83 | 78.10 | 71.83 
30 042 130.049 |30.245 |29.890 |/79.09 | 61.08 | 82.13 | 74.07 
29.970 |29.978 |30.100 | 29.800 ||78.09 | 56.19 | 78.07 | 76.78 
30.003 |30.002 {30.165 |29.850 ||74.83 | 62.37 | 74.57 | 70.59 
30.140 |30.148 |30.370 |29.940 ||71.16 | 48.23 | 67.22 | 62.20 
30.155 |30.163 |30.430 |29.780 ||82.13 | 61.80 | 77.40 | 73.78 
30.207 |30.214 |30.470 |29.920 |/83.00 | 69.32 | 78.45 | 76.92 
30.076 130.083 |...... eveeee |/80.06 | 61.05 | 77.26 | 72.79 


59.28 
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dilustrating the Course of the TOTAL MORTALITY, MORTALITY OF CHILDREN UNDER FIVE YEARS OF AGE. and the CHIEF FATAL DISEASES. in the City of New Orleans. 
DURING THE SIX MONTHS ENDING JUNE 30°" 18374. 

With Meteorological Observations for the same period. 














(ape JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH “APRIL MAY ON ee oe 
HEE | 8 : —— | 
ENING | ft! mit | as} a5th) gst} sth | ysth) bod | pst | gth 3rd) ioth az | 24th | 14th) py st fast | | 














| 
















| 1 T 



































SUN THERMOMETER. 
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The heavy black Line in centre of chart represents total Mortality from all causes. 
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dilustrating the Course of the TOTAL MORTALITY, MORTALITY OF CHILDREN UNDER FIVE YEARS OF AGE, and the CHIEF FATAL DISEASES, in the City of New Orleans. 





4 DURING THE SIX MONTHS ENDING DEC. SiS? 1237-4. | 
iad es A. es With Meteorological Observations for the same period. | 
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MORTUARY REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


S. C. RUSSELL, M. D. 
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OrricE Boarp or HEaAtrs, 
New Orleans, La., December 31, 1874. 


Mortuary Report for the City of New Orleans, for the year commencing 
January 1 and ending December 31, 1874. 














Bb Bm xc La Bl OP et y i Hw a al ra 
Slml ala! al sis] 4] nlio|4al|ala 
CER ee tt o's 6 oe ale «(0 1 1 ied 6 
Abscess of the abdomen:.. 1 1 
Abscess of thebrain....... dyed 1} 2 _ 6 
Abséess of the chest...... 1 1 
Abscess of the liver....... 2 1 4 Bre Th 2b eS elb 
Abscess of the lungs...... 1 it 3 
Abscéss of the pelvis...... if 1 
Abscess, psoas...........: 1 1 
Abscess of the thigh...... 1 1 2 
Jp Sebel bg ead or 2 ee | 1; 3] 5) 14 
POUR dsb ais. eas 1 th ape 3 
Aneurism of the aorta..... bw’ Shel 2). Tet 
co STS a ea Temipe oF 2). Bll Bl 4 6; 2) 4} 30 
Angina pectoris........... 2 1 PA ioe? A ome | pA eae | 9 
PEDODIGR VA eGn ss sca 0.4. 12} 12); 11) 10) 8} 14) 8] 11) 5] 11} 5; 6; 113 
erapiland suns... 5. o's! ed aa 3 
JOT OR ee CT 3|. 2 2} CO EP De Le orb Sho tei 
Arachnitis ...... AER ERE 1 1 
MSRONVOIUIG Gol css chs wciewe 2's Beal o| 8he 8p so 4-6) 4 "Qe. 4) 411 R368 
Bright’s disease........... Saat: Sy Bl et) = 8 1 ee 9 es) Re 9 ae 
Burns, or scalds.......... Sol Sl) 4). 21. 4 1 Bt 6). Ee Se 
(2 ESS ss a ee 1 4 1 aT ater: 4 irs 9 Recides Hs 
Cancer of theabdomen.... 1 1 
Cancer of the bladder:.... 1 1 
Cancer of the breast....... 2 2 2 6 
Cancer of the face ........ 1 1} 1 3 
Cancer of the kidneys..... EASE 
Cancer of the lip.......... 1 . 1 
Cancer of the liver........ | 1 LNs 
‘Cancer of the lungs....... 1 1 2 
Cancer of the mouth...... 1 1 
Cancer of the nose........ 1 1 
Cancer of the ovary....... 1 1 
Cancer of the penis....... eal 1 
Cancer of the rectum...... Elist 1 yay & 
Cancer of the stomach ...| 1| 1 oa) aca sf hae ye sine 8 
Cancer of the tongue...... I 1 
Cancer of the throat ...... 2 1 Ty 
Cancer of the womb....... 2) 2 AL 4h Shoe). vi 5) 1) 1] 26 
Carbuncle! s. 3). sc. . oe 6 1 1 





Cholera sporadica 
Cholera infantum 
Cholera morbus 


OOngestion., |... vids sad vost 1 
Congestion of the bowels. . 
Congestion of the brain.. 


Constipation of the bowels 


Convulsions, adult 


Debility, adult 
Debility, infantile 
Delirium tremens 


Diarrhea, acute 
Diarrhoea, chronic.. 
Disease of the bowels..... 


Disease of the prostrate... 


psy 
Dropsy of the abdomen.... 
Dropsy of the brain....... 2) 1 
Dropsy of the chest....... 
Dropsy of the heart....... 1 
Dropsy, ovarian 


Dysentery, acute 
Dysentery, chronic 
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Congestion of the liver.... 


Disease of the hip-joint..../ 1). 1 
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DISEASES, 








Enlargement of the liver.. 
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Endo cardites............. 
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Inflammation of the brain 2 
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DISEASES. 





Inflammation of the bowels 
Inflammation of the heart. 
Inflammation of the kidneys 
Inflammation of the liver. . 
Inflammation of the lungs. 
Inflammation of the mouth 
Inflammation of the pleura 
Inflammation of the stomach 
Inflammation of the spleen 
Inflammation of the throat. 
Inflammation of the veins. 
Inflammation of the womb 
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MEMORANDA. 


Exclusive of the total mortality of 6798, there were reported du- 
ring the year 475 stillborn children to the Board. 

There were reported as having died in the several public institu- 
tions of the city, principally in the Charity Hospital, one thousand 
and five (1005). 

Twelve hundred and nine (1209) were interred upon the certifi- 
cates of coroners, and one hundred and forty (140) upon certficates 
of midwives. 

Of the twenty-five deaths by sunstroke, two occurred in July and 
twenty-three in August; twenty-two of the latter occurring in the 
week ending August sixteenth. 
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TABLE A. 


« 


Comparative Statement of Deaths from the Principal Diseases, in the city 
of New Orleans, during the eight years, 1867 to 1874, inclusive. 

















DISEASES. 1867) 1868 

Apoplexy towac stave sas soak oop iat 91} 72 
AlbamMInIte Ol cite web as eee e eee 9; 10 
DTIGHUG WISSHAO |. So pas o Seiebibiache «soe ) ey 
EORGIITIS Bese Lain Tes Cees shee he eee 84; 71 
ONETIN PON Fiche aeislseniac ea ete en ee 671} 632 
COERCETS eee ISO Lae, eee bere Lea 63| 79 
Cholera 'infantam jy", 3&2. 25.000 eee 160) 85 
Congestion’ of brain: Sa. ave ee 160} 91 
DG6lixiam tremens: . 26's spiese elses sxe: 23) 22 
DPA ier ia oy deities Pe eee od vival asiees 31; 16 
Fever convestivy.t &.+. 2. ce yeke eae are 533) 207 
Fever, bilious remittent............-.. 155) 65 
fever, intermittent, 0. scesc re oak 51| 30 
Fever; scarlet ie ol eee op cw ete cia hea 24, 14 
Fever, ypnoide . 2. ss oot. tebe aeh 119} 68 
Fevers typhus f. 065s. st studaerd pete ede 23) 5 
Fever yellow 2. i cic0. te eee tee oO re 
Heart aligeasa te 0. 9), See faiew cence 121| 100 
TIOCKG A With re nas bind elaine Pale we eae ieee 128] 104 
TTISHIUS UASCENUUM . ietsc ae ss eve va eet 246) 159 
Measles outs ee Sh akon Gu Weng teens ere 2 1 
PuEUMODIAY Ie chee ahha ire ee ta ree 285| 235 
Smallpox Se say cite las eves So alee cin eeccets 40| 14 
SURSLEO Oh CLE er ig pi enee perience 6 1 
Stillborn .......-... Ais A) TE 510] 505 
Softening of brains ei se sek os eels 23| 25 
Ganshot' wounds oui ibe « seit d cle 3] 34 
Total deaths, less stillborn........ 9586: 4838 
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TABLE B, 


Showing percentage of mortality, per 1000 of population, according to 
Race, in some of the principal diseases, in the children under two years 
of age, and in the total mortality, during the year 1874. 


TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS, NO. OF DEATHS TO 1000 


POPULATION. 
DISEASES. het li eS Se ai Rall OS Te Hal ie lak dee acai Ae 
White. |Colored.| Total. White. |Colored.| Total. 
Consumption.......... 481 329 810 3.10 5.98 3.86 
Cholera infantum and 
1G 0: i a 80 17 97 *.52 ay 46 
WEATABTNUS . 2... es sees 139 85 224 .89 1.54 1.07 
Small-pox :......... a 200 387 587 1.29 7.04. 2.80 
Trismus nascentium... 129 130 262 .83 2.36 1.25 
SSHIMDITEDS. 26. ..5...54. 253 222 475 1.54 4.04 2.26 
Children under 2 years 
Oe ye 096 699 1795 ||156.93 | 299.48 192.63 
Total mortality from all 
OS 4349 2449 6798 28.06 45.53 32.73 




















Remarx.—The white population of the city since the incorpora- 
tion of the town of Carrollton, about April 1, 1874, is estimated at 
155,000, and the colored population at 55,000. Total population, 
210,000. | 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 





The Treasurer of the Board of Health, in account with the State of 





Louisiana. 
Dr. 
To cash on hand January 1, 1874........... $157 02 
To quarantine drafts on hand January 1, 
Pee UTCOlLected ) i ..03 « sive'ee ce osiese ss — «276 45 
————_ $433 47 
TO MISSISSIPPI STATION. 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 
(Le AR SR neh aa nepal g AlN ile $19,237 60 
To hospital charges on sick at quarantine 
Nt i Rael ite AC plea Gn, ire goa ee 43 00 
—— 19,280 60 


TO ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 


To cash received from fees on vessels via the 
memmrre dae per rolls. fon. lee. dees os ke wie $277 50 277 60 


TO RIGOLETS STA'TION. 
To cash received from fees’ on vessels via the 








station, as per rolis............... Baie 347 80 
To cash received from fees on vessels via the 
station, collected at the basins........... 97 35 
a 445 15 
TO OTHER SOURCES. 
To cash received for vaccine.........seee oe $2 00 2 00 
Total sum received........eee.6 sete. $20,438 72 
BY MISSISSIPPI STATION. Cr. 
Paid balance of salary of resident physician 
for 1873, at $5000 per annum............ $311 66 


Paid salary of resident physician at $5000 per 

annum, from January 1 to April 10, and 

from October 14 to November 19, 1874... 1,888 77 
Paid salary of resident physician at $3500 per 

annum, from April 10, to October 13, and 

from November 20, to December 31, 1874, 


SeeeeU ANID PAI Jvc oe x veto ss ve sale on es 1,956 65 
Paid salary of assistant physician, 1874, at 
Beeroseriannumn.”. oc 5... a'c «<= siaissinietie 755° 49 


Paid salary of assistant physician, 1874, at 
$500 per annum.......... Dest cinerea mats 236 16 
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Paid salary of assistant physician, 1874, at 
$900 perannum.n. titer oan on eee 
Paid wages of employes at station, 1874.... 
Paid for groceries and supplies furnished 
station, INVISTS vee weit eee eters 
Paid for groceries and supplies furnished 
station In ST4s% <.\ etic out poke ene ieee 
Paid for fresh meat purchased at station 
AUP AT 4 eiateude ais ee atte ere ee ee 
Paid for paints, oils, etc., furnished sta- 
tion; US Ta SAT il sien dieee cere ee eee 
Paid for drugs and medicines furnished sta- 
tinn IN TLS TAs ce... sere nee eee ee oe ceee 


ABTS 6. cine aw en RT Manner TO Enea ee gn 


41007 Bee eo. ee ee ee 


Paid for Sturtevant’s exhaus. fan for station. 
Paid for fumigator for station........ ... a 
Paid for iron pipe for station....... BAe i 
Paid for belting for station...... ieee nee eas 
Paid for sheet iron for station.............. 
Paid for stationery for station............. 
Paid for bunting for station ./.:...../7..... 
Paid for freight on supplies, etc., to station 
Paid for making coffins at station.......... 
Paid for hardware for station.............. 
Paid for medical thermometer for station... . 
Paid for telegram to station ... .......... 
Paid for one dozen chickens for station..... 
Paid for one keg nails for station....... eS 
Paid for boat hooks at station............ 
Paid B. Fasterling, sundries supplied station 

during the'year. . . 0 ]2AtP. Ge Ae 
Paid resident physician’s bills, incidental ex- 

penses at station during the year...... -4 


BY RIGOLETS STATION. 


Paid on account of salary of resident physi- 
clag for 1874. 3.00. SUA Oe re 
Paid resident physician’s bill for incidental 
expenses Of StAtlOn 6 si esd edi eee ee se 
Paid for disinfectants for station........... 


34 
3,234 


698 
1,023 
168 
19 

ov 

48 

10 
339 


10 
54 


72 
89 


05 
72 








$11,557 10 
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BY ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 


Paid on account of salary of resident physi- 
DOTA S | Bete on ern SS ee e's ae $190 00 


BY SANITARY INSPECTORS OFFICES. 


Paid sundry expenses for sanitary inspectors’ 
SSE IAIN OAs aac! ge ee eS EI Na A ate 13 60 


BY OFFICE EXPENSES. 
Paid balance of salary of president for 1873, 


MeeVOO MOP RNNUM 0026s. see's Hoke ieee 1,166 62 
Paid on account of salary of president for 

1874, at $2000 per annum. ............. 333 32 
Paid balance of salary of secretary and treas- 

surer for 1873, at $2000 per annum....... 833 38 
Paid on account of salary of secretary and 

treasurer for 1874 at $2000 per annum.... 666 64 
Paid balance of salary of attorney for the 

Ori sle sich nae ae ei oed sata sale 500 00 
Paid salary of clerk for the year 1874....... 1,650 00 
Paid wages of portress for the year 1874 .. . 240 00 


Paid wages of messenger for the year 1874.. 144 00 
Paid rent of board rooms for the year 1874.. 900 00 
Paid for vaccine virus supplied physicians in 


Pere 1874 es ied Aled be 177 26 
Paid for books purchased for library in 1873 

Eo a.s wln'e oo shiek g ia = 94 2b = ew 8 fee 0 150 83 
Paid for gas supplied office and laboratory 

OR icles ons HRT ADD oh Ow ea-ertle 6S 130 90 
Paid for lithographing 1000 charts yellow 

fever at Shreveport for annual report..... 85 00 
Paid subscriptions to city papers........... 40 20 
Paid subscriptions to foreign journals and pe- 

MUERTE SMC cay ote) =) «0/5 ais oie! oie. s oles on hieh exes 26 25 
Paid subscriptions to domestic journals and 

MIC LIGALD Mts elope iets Se an « e alslc, 3 SER 3,0 » ja me: = 17 00 
Paid insurance on meterological and other in- 

PELL ODUM hain eC aeraon com 2! sia algbtie vs a ietete 44.016 21 25 
Paid barograph papers for barometer....... 14 00 
Paid for gas fixtures for office and laboratory 6 25 
Paid for repairing barometer clock......... 10 00 
Paid for printing 1000 death certificates to 

Oo oe RAB AES eS Sr RSPR OS Ag eS 7 50 
Paicporemptying vault! sooo... cm eicpemy «= - 8 00 
Mer ITICUINO WOO. 3.55 <4 000 ssitjsin ns +, 6 50 
Paig for 6-zines for'’battery.: 2)... 0056.6. 6 00 
Paid for blue stone for battery............. 7 50 
aie O), (DOX LOMELOT Soc os a3 sss sale ate + co5 = 9 35 


Paid for box for official records............ 5 25 


190 00 


13 60 
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Paid for lamps for experiments with coal oil. 4 00 

Paid#or framing chart, et0,2>... 1.0mm ces 5 80 

Paid for fixtures for windows.............. 1 65 

Paid'coal foriofice ).. “Gna aasot. eae ona 3 75 
Paid incidental expenses at the office during | 
$HO FORT potent «SER E eens 8 nee et 133 30 1,311 50 

By quarantine drafts on hand uncollected... 783 95 
Bycash,onwhand tac eee eee 201 72 985 67 
$20,438 72 


ee 





New Orleans, January 19, 1875. 

IT have this day examined the books, vouchers and papers of the 
Board of Health, State of Louisiana, for the year ending December, 
1, 1874, and have found the same correct in ever detail. : 

CHARLES HILL, 


Examiner, State Auditor’s Office. 
Approved : 


CuHarLes OCxinton, Auditor. 


STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES 


Of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana on the thirty-first day 
of December, 1874. 


MISSISSIPPI STATION. 


For groceries supplied Mississippi Station in 1874..... - $251 63 
For disinfectants supplied Mississippi Station in 1874.. 213 16 
For one sulphur furnace purchased for Mississippi Sta- 

tiontin "1874 see eo ee os cee ee en tone eee 86 25 
For hose purchased ‘for same “oun a5 nc. chs cae ee 106 40 
For paints, oils, etc., purchased for station, 1874....... 37 45 
For freight on supplies, etc., to Mississippi Station, 1874, 

(estimated) (ee aera es 5 oe ne oe tee ee 75 00 
For balance of salary of resident physician at Mississippi 

Station (certificate given). 2.0. we... ae) Jess ee 221 O07 


‘ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 
For balance of salary of resident physicians, 1874, (cer- 
tifleate PIVEN) Socios ow atte oct ae ite ohelene cota eee ee ’ 710 00 
RIGOLETS STATION. — 


For balance of salary of resident physician, 1874, (cer- 
CiTLCATE PIV EI) e. 5 tilts cass oer cet ie «eels e fe Seteat eae eee 146 15 
For balance of wages of employes at station, 1874, (cer- 
tificate given) ..... tate ciao) Ce tiie att Metin rancass als Het oe 295 00 


(2. 


For sheriff’s fees removing vessel to quarantine station, 


coeeeeee ew tet 8@8F oe sr es eeereweereeeere se seers eB eevee eve 


OFFICE EXPENSES. 


For salary of president of the Board of Health, ten 
Pretis at 2000 per ANNUM. . eee cae se cence chee e 
For salary of secretary and treasurer of the board, eight 
months at $2000 per annum............cccccsesees 
For salary of attorney of the board for the year 1874.. 
For office furniture purchased in 1874 ................ 
For subscriptions to city papers. ......20. cccesssese 
For towing steamboat Belle Lee to Milan street and re- 
ID 7 NONE ee ie chil aie sl ket ae ae hs dictates aie ake 
For vaccine virus purchased, 1874............ 2.00000. 
For subscriptions to scientific journals and papers...... 
For printing a thousand copies of annual report of 1872 
For lithographing two thousand charts, mortuary and 
GICAL LO B20) 2 wiles sss lala sie te alate ain aig vraicibiavale« 
For printing, blanks, blank books, stationery, etc., etc., 
for office, quarantine stations, and sanitary inspectors’ 
offices, 1873 ‘cg gee Ne ecu egy GS Oe Die Bee ean ae ML 
For printing a thousand copies annual report for 1873. . 
For lithographing two thousand charts, mortuary and 
PEEP ICH LG (Oo pttrct cielo calor on via eo ctdiaald dns det Se 
For printing, blanks, blank books, stationery, etce., etc., 
for office, quarantine stations and sanitary inspectors’ 
meee aurne the year 1874... nine eee ce eneecese 


SPOEAIPEADILICR wertatte re ele co Me che OG Shei: a ehatS wre 


119 00 


909 25 


$10,826 36 
8. C. RUSSELL, 


M. D. 


Treasurer of Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR, FIRST DISTRICT. 





OrricE Sanrrary Inspector, First Disrrict, 
New Orleans, La., December 31, 1874. 
C. B. White, M. D., President Board of Health: 

Srr—lI have the honor to present the following report for the year 
1874. Having entered on duty April 11, I make use of the records 
preserved in the office, and particularly the reports of my predecessor, 
Dr. Drew, to complete the necessary materials for a full statement of 
the year’s sanitary work in this district. 

The annual house-to-house inspection was commenced January 5, 
and brought to a close in October. Until March 23 the work was car- 
ried on by sanitary officers Wooddy, Barrett, Moore and Parker, when 
the two latter were dropped from the police force, and the Board of 
Health consequently were deprived of their services. During a 
portion of April officer Barrett was on duty in the Fifth District, 
and from July 20 most of his time was occupied in quarantine duty 
about the two basins. During the greater part of May and June we 
had the services of officer Moore, who was temporarily appointed 
for sanitary duty by the Police Board. August 28, officer Simonds 
was detached from the Fourth District to the First, and assisted in 
completing the inspection. 

In the affair of September 14, officers Wooddy, Kenner and 
Barrett were all wounded, and Barrett has not yet recovered. The 
two former returned to duty about the close of the month. 

The accompanying tables exhibit the main portion of the work 
performed by the sanitary officers. With regard to the births in 
1873, there appears to be a discrepancy between the relative propor- 
tion of white and colored, as compared with the population similarly 
classified; while the colored population in the First District appears 
to be less than one-third that of the white, the birth-rate seems to be 
more than one-half. It is known that the death-rate is considerably 
higher among the colored population, and it might likewise be ex- 
pected that the birth-rate would follow the same rule; but such a 
disproportion indicates that some concealment was practiced by 
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white people, perhaps for fear of incurring the penalties of neglect 
in attending to registration of births. 


HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION. 








Number_of premises clo... olen eels «sje + oie 11,287 
Number of premises with hydrants. ....... 0... .\>)seenee 2,198 
Number of premises with cisterns..............cecc cee 5,083 
Number of premises with cisterns and hydrants............ 3,389 
Number of premises with no water supply...............- 117 
Number of premises, built of wood «5.7.2... «> =.) eee 7,556 
Number of premises built of iron.................... ee 5 
Number of premises built of brick ...............00s0008. 3,726 

Number of premises with 897 horses, 1190 mules, 179 cows, 
SLEHODS rapa Sie se ene sip Vines oa og. sh wa velar 690 
Number of lots vacant... .......... eee er ea d; TSt 

Number of persons occupying premises, white....... 38,973 

Number of persons occupying premises, colored..... 12,574 
51,547 

Number of children born in 1878, white. ............ 815 

Number of children born in 1873, colored..... és So ee 
1,229 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number of inspections made oe... ae aie cee es ee ee 15,756 
Number of reinspections) 2.401 S005. S00. see oe ce 3,908 
Number of nuisances requiring abatement................ 3,098 
Number of notices to empty vaults... .:......-...-.se00s+a0 2,676 
Number of notices to rebuild vaults.......-.......ceeee: 66 
Number of notices to repair vaults: ..2 0.2... 2.08%. . a ae 109 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults.................-2-- 12 
Number of notices to clean premises........... es ate 142 
Number of notices to fill: lots, -.... 27202". tees a eee 9 
Number of notices to ‘drain ‘logs 5 5. 20 S20. oe, se ee 41 
Number of notices to remove hogs...........- 20+ eee eee 20 
Number of notices to supply water. ....4.......-.cecceees 9 
Number of notices to repair houses. ....'....-....01+0seem Z 
Number of notices to raise and drain alleys..............-. 4 
Number of notices to vacate premises. ..........eeeeeeeeee ae 
Number of premises disinfected..............-.0eeeeeeeee 137 
Number of: premises fumigated. ....2......-..0--+se eee 166 
Number of‘ casesof small-pox? 0705 0. So ec ess eae eee 174 
Number of cases of vellow fever...........+. +0 ceeseceee fi 4 


Number of parties reported for non-compliance............ 28 
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SMALL-POX. 


This disease necessarily absorbed a large share of attention during 
the first half of the year. The tabular statement exhibits the most 
important features in connection with these cases. When several 
occurred in the same apartment about the same time, fumigation 
was deferred until the last one was out of the way. Sometimes 
concealment of cases or removal to hospital without our knowledge 
rendered fumigation inoperative. For these reasons the number of 
fumigations falls short of the number of cases; but whenever cases 
occurred on the same premises after fumigation, it happened within 
the known period of incubation, thus sustaining the efficacy of the 
practice to destroy the infection. 

Removal to hospital has been enforced only when there was mani- 
fest danger of spreading the disease from inability to secure effective 
isolation. In this respect more difficulty is found with mild cases 
than with those of a more severe grade, from the mistaken idea of 
people that there is much less danger of infection with the former, 
and from the fact that they are not willing to be kept in confinement 
until the period of communicating the disease has passed. A few 
went voluntarily to the hospital, and some were sent by their friends, 
with the view of obtaining better accommodation and treatment; 
but there is generally a strong objection to this course, even when it 
is for the obvious advantage of the patient. 

It will be observed that a certain number of cases fled or were 
concealed, besides an unrecorded number before my time. This 
course was taken to evade being sent to hospital, and that such was 
the proper disposition of these persons was generally proved by the 
sequel. For instance, a case fled from 204 Annunciation to Julia 
street, between Tontiand Rocheblave. He was rediscovered through 
a coroner’s inquest, and seven more cases soon after occurred on 
the same square, with one more death.” This man might have 
recovered at hospital, and the other seven persons then might have 
escaped. A woman fled with her sick child from Thalia street near 
Tchoupitoulas, and it is supposed to have recovered in concealment. 
Her other child was taken to the corner of Franklin and Kuphrosyne, 
and there died of small-pox. Since then three other children and 
the mother of them took the disease, and the woman died. The 
first child was attended by a physician, who neglected to report the 
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case, and I learn that he gave a certificate of death from pneumonia 
for its sister, although he admitted that he had not attended the 
case and believed it to have been small-pox! It has also transpired 
that another child has died of small-pox, and been buried with a 
certificate of pneumonia from the same physician. Liability to such 
abuse of opportunities, to use the mildest term, calls for some 
scrutiny of burial certificates, which might be used with equal facility 
for the concealment of murder; and is, in my opinion, one of many 
reasons why the Board of Health should have control of the regis- 
tration of births and deaths. Another coroner’s case occured at 
396 Thalia street. Vaccination was too late to prevent five more 
cases in the same house, besides two others at a distance caused by 
visiting the first one. These two nests were broken up by sending 
the seven subsequent cases to hospital (where two died), and by 
thorough fumigation. Timely notice would have given opportunity 
to save all but the first one. Other instances might be adduced to 
corroborate the importance of early reporting cases of this loath- 
some disease. 
TABLE 


Showing Cases of Small-pox which occurred in. the First District, city of New 
Orleans, during the year 1874. 




















w TE 
Di iti oS 
Color. Sex. Age. orem e Result. 3 & 5 
Mm Se 3B 2 mM + 
E aus 08 Sila iig 2s 
Month. ee rae 5 S “ All Bi aice 
ey o 13.4 rd S iF s.S lle S 
5 - ii ule Fs Ell a $1/SO 
nf . . =| ro |S 4 ® © lla Sila 
i) r o hee aioe aie 3 3) ° a |}/o Blo b 
2jigi/eiisil alls | 4 iP leslssll & ;| 3) 4 lease 
SUSI SISGlisle lS liesdlegigsis |B) sil 3 ssiss 
5 SIS | ollsoe] BS 8S Salshi og | 2 | OI] & i saise 
ZIFIoOVa la ll4|]5 la Is OTR /AlBHTA 4 Ia 
January..... 17 9 8 jj 11 6 |} 12 5 8 9 5 Uh 5 
February....|-28 || 11 | 17 |] 15 | 13 || 17 | 11 || 16 | 12 12741 5 
March secces PBS fi 2-99 ee Fa Bs | Fs 9 B12 aa 4 9 10 6 7 
April. . 15 6 9 || JO S| ioe a 4 4 9 2 9 6 
May... ont SO-]) 24} 21th 2218S 20) Pie OT 3) || 23)" 12 32 || 12 2 
JUNE. ..0 veccs 33 |} 10 | 23 |}; 19 | 14 |] 15 | 18 '' 13 6) 14 |) 19 | 14 29 7 3 
OULVanr keneae 6 3] 3 4] 2 21.4 3] 3 3 | 3 5 
August ° 
September . 
October. .:::| 8 2 2 2 1 1 1 aS 2, 
November. .| 5 4 1 2 3 3 Q 2 3 4 1 4 2 1 
December ...| 10 Q 8 6 | 4 4 6 EUR eS 4 6 7 1 
Totals..... 174 || 73 '101 9 5 {| 93 1 81 !! 76! 75 | 23 11 90 ydaue 3k 79 11 Q1 8 








17 
VACCINATION. 


The tables of vaccination classify the work done, so far as can be 
ascertained. Those of 15 years and over are reckoned as adults, 
and the rest as children. A considerable experience in gratuitous 
vaccination convinces me that it is truly a missionary work. People 
usually wish to defer it to a more convenient season, and those in 

comfortable circumstances generally regard it as they do gratuitous 
"advice. Among ill-informed people there is a prevalent impression 
that vaccination during exposure to small-pox increases lability to 
take the latter, an impression which seems to be encouraged by mid- 
wives. Another class, supposed to be more intelligent, dread vacci- 
nation on account of a traditional suspicion of possible syphilitic 
contamination of the vaccine. They know that small-pox destroys 
hundreds in their midst, and that syphilis is seldom or never fatal ; 
they know that the former is eminently infectious, and can not point 
to an instance of vaccinal syphilis. If a logical reason for so sense- 
less a notion were demanded, no more precise one could be given 
than their preference not to be deprived of any possible chance of 
contracting syphilis in the natural way. 

Compulsory vaccination has been proposed as an effective plan to 
suppress small-pox. In my opinion such a measure would be as im- 
practicable in this community as acompulsory system of education or 
enforced attendance at church. In England compulsory vaccination 
has been a legal enactment for some years, but prosecutions for 
violations of the act are rare, while there has lately been a revival 
of small-pox. Another difficulty, not reached by such a law, is the 
fact that vaccination does not give a life-long protection in a very 
large proportion of cases. A constructive approximation to the 
above plan has been effected in this city, by making vaccination a 
pre-requisite for admission to the public schools. It is a question 
worthy of consideration, whether such a plan might be carried far- 
ther, so as to apply to the privilege of voting and contracting mar- 
riage. Compliance with this condition is already enforced on re- 
cruits for military service and on applicants for life-insurance and 
admission to some benevolent societies, and the measure is, in my 
opinion, more feasible than direct enforcement of general vac- 
cination. ; 

It is to be regretted that there exists a wide spread distrust of the 
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value of vaccination, from the frequency of cases of small-pox of all 
grades of severity after its operation. A concurrent fact is the fre- 
quent success of secondary vaccination. During the year I have 
been able to trace the results of 109 secondary vaccinations, and 
among them are noted 17 with positive and 29 with partial effect: 46 
of the 109 were therefore more or less liable to small-pox. How to 
account for this faultiness is an important question. It is gene- , 
rally believed that the virus gradually deteriorates during successive 
transmissions through human subjects, and, to obviate this fault, the 
Board of Health have for several years obtained supplies of animal 
vaccine. Another probable reason is the too common practice of re- 
lying on a {single vaccination pustule, since English researches 
show that susceptibility to small-pox and to successful re-vaccina- 
tion diminishes inversely with the number of well-marked scars. It 
is probable that the virus often deteriorates from being kept too 
long. As the last, but by no means the least of the reasons to be 
adduced, may be mentioned the fact that most of the vaccinations 
in New Orleans are performed by midwives. In this view of the 
case it is probably an advantage that vaccination is interrupted 
for several of the hot months annually, so that the necessity arises 
for a new supply, which the Board of Health regularly introduces 
from the most approved sources. 

While it is our duty, as conservators of the public health, to extend 
vaccination and repress small-pox to the utmost, I am not sanguine 
enough to hope for the extinction of the disease. The more nearly 
we might attain so desirable an end, the more vaccination would 
fall into neglect,{for mankind are prone to disregard a remote danger. : 
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MISCELLANEOUS VACCINATIONS, 1874. 
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YELLOW FEVER. 


Only four cases occurred in the First District during 1874. They 
are numbered 5, 6, 9 and 11 on the tableau found on page 22. The 
first two contracted the disease at Pascagoula. The origin of the 
other two cases can not be determined precisely, but it is not traced 
to any imported infection. It is unnecessary to dwell on this subject 
here, as it is sufficiently treated by another contributor to this report. 


A CONTINUED FEVER 


made its appearance in June, and became somewhat prevalent during 
this and the two following months. Though not a stranger to some 
of the older practitioners, it was a novelty to many and an object of 
great interest and inquiry to most. By some, and especially creole 
practitioners of Parisian education, it was regarded as a type of ty- 
phoid or enteric fever, though they had to admit the general absence 
of the abdominal and nervous symptoms which belong to that mal- 
ady. The onset, too, was more abrupt than is usual in continued 
fevers, while the gravity of the disease was far inferior, inasmuch as 
nearly all recovered. The pulse and temperature were at maximum 
gerade during the first few days, and then declined slowly and percep- 
tibly, though very partially, under the exhibition of diaphoreties and 
cardiac sedatives, together with sponging of the surface from time 
to time. The ordinary maximum may be stated approximately as 
120 for the pulse and 105° of temperature with the adult. A ten- 
dency to evening exacerbations was noticed, especially in the early 
stage, and in some cases there was a mid-day reduplication, though 
less marked. The tongue was not heavily coated nor markedly dry 
or discolored, nor was there much thirst. Though the appetite 
mostly failed, patients could be persuaded to take considerable nour- 
ishment, and with impunity, while irritability of the stomach was 
rare; consequently the flesh and strength were less reduced than 
is usual in maladies of so great duration. Delirium was quite un- 
common. Insomnia sometimes existed, but readily yielded to chloral, 
which was well tolerated. Little complaint was made of pain. Du- 
ring the early stage the bowels were inclined to torpidity, without 
tenderness or meteorism ; but later a tendency to looseness and 
tympaniies was sometimes manifested. The urine was generally di- 
minished in quantity and heightened in color. The period of life 
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most liable was from early childhood to thirty years, few cases oc- 
curring beyond middle age; while the great majority were males, 
and all, so far as I can learn, were white. Asin the early stage par- 
tial morning remissions were observed, quinine was generally ex- 
hibited, and, when pushed for two or three days with the view of 
breaking down the fever, it sometimes greatly reduced the pulse and 
temperature ; but the previous condition returned with great cer- 
tainty on the discontinuance of the remedy. Few cases had regular 
medical treatment at the very onset, but Iam informed by a medi- 
cal friend that he had an opportunity in some instances to give qui- 
nine an early trial, and yet with no advantage. The fever, in fact, 
would run its course independently of remedies, and this varied from 
one to four weeks in duration, sometimes more. Convalescence was 
rather slow, but relapses were quite rare, and sequele were wanting. 

As to the nature of this malady, it presents no special lesions, and 
was generally regarded asa form of malarial fever, probably for 
want of a satisfactory theory to account for its origin, since local 
morbific causes seemed to be absent. 


LOCAL SOURCES OF DISEASE. 


In furtherance of the plan adopted for several years, of seeking 
to trace the connection between certain diseases and local sanitary 
conditions, I have compiled a table from the results of inspection of 
the premises where deaths have occurred from various fevers and 
from choleraic disorders. It will be observed that the condition of 
a@ majority of the premises was fair, but taken as a whole they 
would not compare favorably with the average of the whole city. 
The nomenclature of the diseases follows the terms used on the 
burial certificates, and is somewhat faulty. 
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EARTH-CLOSETS. 


The accompanying table shows the condition of the earth-closets 
in the First District, which have been placed in some of the public 
buildings. The particulars have been gained from actual inspection 
and inquiry of those persons having them in charge. With regard 
to the merits of the system, my views have undergone considerable 
change since having an opportunity to observe its practical working. 
My prepossession was in its favor, from a belief that the plan is 
theoretically a good one. Experience, however, is the true test of the 
value of every invention, and by this trial I consider the system of 
privy-vaults, approved by the Board of Health, decidedly preferable 
to the earth-closets, however, they might be administered by their 
projectors. 

The earth-closet is a somewhat complicated apparatus, which is 
liable to get out of repair and then become a positive nuisance. In 
schools it is found that boys are in the habit of breaking and derang- 
ing the mechanism, and wasting the disinfecting material out of 
heedlessness or mischief, and the same difficulty is sure to exist in all 
public places. For the same reason it is unsuitable for families 
where there are children. Aside from these inherent faults, it is 
found that the disinfecting material supplied by the company here 
is not dry earth, but some substance much inferior; that the empty- 
ing of the tubs is often neglected, and that the expense of this ser- 
vice is greater than that arising under the old system. 
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COAL-OIL ACCIDENTS 


have become of far less frequent occurrence than they formerly 
were. Only six are recorded in the First District for 1874. One 
person was fatally burned, having used the oil to light a fire. Another 
accident occurred on Canal street, while the vendor of a certain oil 
was exhibiting its non-explosive properties to an admiring crowd, 
and six persons were more or less injured. 'T'wo of the accidents are 
known to have happened with ‘Septoline” oil and one with “ Car- 
boline,” both light oils ; in the other instances the particular kind 
could not be precisely ascertained. 


THE BATTURE. 


wv 


The condition of the river front from St. Joseph street to Felicity, 
attracted much attention from my predecessor, and has been re- 
peatedly inspected by myself and reported to the Board. Between 
these points there are nearly thirty large holes or cavities, some con- 
taining stagnant water constantly, others dry pari of the time. 
Many of them are made dumping places for street scrapings, kitchen 
offal, stable manure, and whatever other filth people choose to de- 
posit. The city authorities have tolerated this practice, notwith- 
standing our repeated remonstrances, as these materials are grad- 
ually filling up the holes. If they were on private property alone, 
the abuse might be suppressed, and the owners be required to fill in 
&@ proper manner ; but a large portion of them are wholly or par- 
tially in the line of projected streets, and it is impraticable to re- 
quire private owners to take a course which the city authorities are 
unwilling to pursue. The expense at the present time would be 
moderate, from the fact that many large heaps of ships’ ballast 
encumber the batture in close proximity to the holes, which might 
easily be utilized for abolishing these obstacles to commerce and 
sources of disease. During the past season two holes have been 
filled by private parties ; another has been partially filled,.and gangs 
of city laborers have partially filled two more. The new city admin- 
istration may perhaps be moved to take action in the matter, and 
then private owners can be made to follow the example. 


Respectfully submitted, 
S. 8. HERRICK, M. D., 


: ‘ Sanitary Inspector. 
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR, SECOND DISTRICT. 





4 
Orrice Sanirary Inspector, Seconp District, 
New Orwzans, December 31, 1874. 


C. B. White, M. D., President Board of Health: 

Str—The following is a report of my services as Sanitary In- 
spector of the Second District, for the year ending December 31, | 
1874, which I have the honor to present. 

The prevailing diseases for the past year consisted of small-pox, 
malarial, congestive and typhoid fevers. 

I will remark in this connection that only two well authenticated 
cases of yellow fever have come under my observation; several such 
have been reported at this office, but a strict investigation proved 
them to be malarial fevers of a hemorragic type, of which I shall 
speak more fully hereafter. 


SMALL-POX. 


Many obstacles have been encountered in attempting to suppress 
this disease. First, in the concealment of the patient without 
medical attendance. Second, in the criminal neglect of the attend- 
ing physician to report the case. Third, in the direct refusal of 
vaccination on the part of those most liable to become affected. A 
strict investigation by our sanitary officers has revealed a large 
number of unreported cases, which were immediately transferred to 
the hospital or quarantined at home. In my judgment isolation is 
impracticable if patients are allowed to remain at home. Even 
under the most favorable circumstances the friends, notwithstand- 
ing the strictest directions, will hold and allow intercourse with the 
patients, and it is commonly understood that the danger of conta- 
gion is in proportion to the severity of the attack. 

Experience teaches us that the severest forms of confluent small- 
pox may result from intercourse with patients upon whom the 
eruption is hardly visible. Asa rule, the milder the case the greater 
is the urgency for its removal, because the patient can not be made 
to understand the necessity of non-intercourse when he is well 
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enough to move about without discomfort, This statement applies 
with equal force to the period of desquamation, which is not only 
dangerous by reason of the intense virulence of the contagious 
element at the time, but chiefly because the patient is sufficiently 
convalescent to move around among his associates. I am satisfied 
that this disease is fostered and propagated in the families of the 
poor, and especially by that class which subsists by taking in wash- 
ing as a means of livelihood. 

I have distinctly and conclusively traced very nearly all the cases 
in this district to the above named origin. This furnishes a strong 
reason why small-pox is so hard to stamp out; but there are many 
other causes which assist in its propagation; among which may be 
mentioned the terror that people feel on being told that they must 
go to the hospital, and they consequently use every effort to conceal 
the malady. 


ISOLATION OF SMALL-POX. 


The isolation of the patient may, indeed, give comfort to some 
who covet the favor, and might perhaps be tolerated in some in- 
stances without detriment. But if past experience is to furnish a 
criterion for future guidance, in a large, crowded metropolitan dis- 
trict, like the second, cases of small-pox should never be permitted 
to remain at home. I have never been able to enforce a rigid quar- 
antine in this matter. 

This district has 38,172 inhabitants; and 301 cases of small-pox 
have occurred during the past year; 45 cases have been sent to hos- 
pital, the remaining 256 cases have been left at home. 

Taking into consideration the large number of cases left in the 
district, it can be readily seen why small-pox continues to spread. 

I have visited personally every case of small-pox that has been 
reported to this office, and in the event of the patient being sent to 
hospital caused the rooms to be thoroughly fumigated. Cases that 
were permitted to remain at home were visited daily; and immedi- 
ately upon their convalescence, the premises were subjected to the 
above mentioned process; and out of the whole 273 infected rooms 
only 9 cases occurred after fumigation. 

I am sure that the seed of contagion was being developed in all 
those cases prior to fumigation. _ 
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The fact is patent to every reasoning mind that fumigation with 
chlorine, combined with sulphurous acid gas, are the best agents at 
our command to destroy the germs of this malady. 


TABLE 


Showing Cases of Small-pox, which occurred in the Second District, during the 
year ending December 31, 1874. 















































Z SEX. |- AGE COLO E S| 208 a 
Q a a R. | S >) 2 Te 
3 ‘ay Sp. = =| 
2) SS SS (eee DQ ~ Ie 4 2h ON) 
Se S ee iro =| Bd 8 a 
MONTH. 2 4 Hs S | 6 }Sslaa 
3 ory ahi ss tg a Ea lod]. |o Clad 
el\eleiel8i/8/ 8123 )a /58! 2 l28ise 
Be ee ce silos brane syne re tra Sane | Sere & 
Als la id iolEFISl/alaeliala |a jo |S 
January....- state as ef¥eiokans Sa lf aie 18 | 16 |} 16 | 18 3 | 31 } 11 | 20.) 34 2 4 
February ...eseeesecee..| 3d | 19 | 16] 16 | 19 | 20 | 15 2 | 33 | 10 | 23 | 30 if 2 
IVERIC Dette te slete tieicisiais's c1sie 0 2 | 29 | 23 | 28 ) 24) 29 | 23 8 | 44 | 19 | 25 | 41 2 3 
ADT Li cas RVs is'e seis. {sits ates do) } 121 -23.-[) 23-]|" WAL 84 4 | 31 | 14 | 17 | 40 1 2 
MAY «cece csccessssesese| 3) | 19 | 16 Bit 20s leton) LO) 25 Se liee ls 1 
UM GAsediscececes cuceon| Of | ££ } 105)..15 9 | 16 8 Ze 22 je10 12.) 19 2 
DULY « ovcccseccnnssevcces| 10 +f 6 3 Hi 6 4 | 4 6 2 Zola ly 
AUGUSE .-cccccccccee....| 4 LS ns 4 4] 1 3| 3 9 
September ..... nocciciccicy pal! 4 {/ 5 6 | 10 1 3 8 1 7 5 
October ese eeeeereeeeeeenee nS 4 9 4 9 S 10 > 11 11 fi 
VOMOMUDOL falacrersicivcle sisjee| 122 $1 9) hulS ifm 7-1 15 Belay (RSet 200 feet | 1S 20) 1. 2 
HIBGEINDCLsc20esveccess sx 2Onielost los} stor iS 4. | 22 ayy 22 root, a. aie) 1 
PGbalisscesecs..2e---s!S01 (145 1156 140 [161 "143 1158>| 45 lea 93 im 253 9! 15 
VACCINATION. 


Vaccinations performed by me have been confined to families 
visited, and private individuals and school children calling at this 
office for that purpose. So far as I have been able to watch the 
results of vaccinations, it has appeard to me that they have been 
exceedingly successful. I think this is owing to the fact of the 
abundance of small-pox virus now in our midst, which renders the 
system more susceptible to both the variolous and vaccine poisons. 

Notwithstanding this fact and the painful experience of the year 
just ended, there still remains violent opposition to vaccination 
among certain classes. Yet that opposition in some cases comes 
from those that it would seem were the best informed. The ignorant 
take their cue from their superiors, hence a large amount of material 
is left for the disease to prey upon. 

This state of public opinion, if allowed such unbridled license, 
will soon decimate the race. I, therefore, without any hesitation 
strongly recommend compulsory vaccination. | 
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MISCELLANEOUS VACCINATIONS. 


PRIMARY OR 
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YELLOW FEVER. 


The first well authenticated case of yellow fever occurring in this 
district for the year 1874, was in the person of Ernestine Jubarde, 
aged fourteen years, a native of France, who came from Bordeaux 
in the steamship State of Louisiana, about two months previous to 
her demise. She resided during that time at No. 27 Dumaine 
street; was taken sick September 26, 1874, and sent to hospital 
September 29. She worked as a domestic the most of the time 
above mentioned, after her arrival in this city, in a French boarding 
house, No. 10 Dumaine street. Slept there three nights. 

It is worthy of remark, that her cousin, Jean Marie Escouse, 
whom she accompanied to this city, was sent to Charity Hospital 
September 20, 1874, and died September 22, 1874, previously re- 
sided at No. 10 Dumaine street. In tracing the history of his mal- 
ady, I find that he died of cerebritis, though I am informed by Dr. 
Smyth, that well marked symptoms of yellow fever were developed 
in this case. | 

As soon as the case first mentioned was reported at this office, I 
visited the locality and obtained the history as given above, and 
proceeded to use the steam atomizer charged with pure carbolic 
acid, of the strength of one pint to one gallon of water. The 
rooms in both of these premises, Nos. 10 and 27 Dumaine street, 
were thoroughly disinfected with the atomizer. 

All yards, alleys, gutters, vaults and crevices on both sides of the 
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street were carefully disinfected with zinc, iron and crude carbolic 
acid. 

I am satisfied that this fever was arrested or prevented from 
Spreading by the prompt use of the reagents thus applied, as no 
subsequent cases have occurred since that date. 


TABLE 


Showing Deaths from Fevers occurring in the Second District for the 
year ending December 31, 1874. 
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TYPHOID, CONGESTIVE, MALARIAL AND INTERMITTENT FEVERS. 


Exhalations arising from marshes, low shores of rivers, undrained 
yards, alleys and privy vaults, constitute poisons of such intensity, that 
it produces fevers of different typesand severity. The last mentioned 
places generate a poison so highly concentrated that animal life soon 
becomes impaired when continuously exposed to its influence. The 
form and severity which these emanations produce are in proportion 
to the amount of moisture and the heat of the sun’s rays. It is by 
a consideration of the degrees of temperature that the relation of 
different types of fever becomes apparent. A moist and calm state 
of the atmosphere combined with excessive heat, I have noticed are al- 
ways favorable to an outbreak of epidemic fevers. Experience, then 
in all climates shows that there are local sources of sickness arising 
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from terrestial effluvia and that their potency is increased by warmth 
and moisture. All substances when freely exposed [to the heat of 
the sun give off effluvia. This is so obvious a truth with respect to 
those which have odor, that nothing need be said to substantiate it. 
From these facts we must conclude that terrestrial miasms are dif-_ 
fused through the atmosphere in combination with vapor exhaled 
by evaporation, and that their quantity or potency increases in pro- 
portion as the temperature of the surface from which they arise in- 
creases. ‘The miasm is dissolved by the vapor, and vapor is dissolved 
by air. These are the effects of the sun’s rays. 

Researches have shown that different bodies have different powers 
of radiating caloric, and that the nature of the surface has an im- 
portant influence over the process. This produces corresponding 
variations in the rate of cooling, those surfaces which radiate heat 
rapidly becoming cold much the soonest. When the sun descends 
below the horizon, every portion of the earth’s surface cools by ra- 
diation, and a reduction of the heat of the superincumbent atmos- 
phere necessarily ensues. | 

But as this radiating property is very different on different sur- 
faces and in different situations, so great variations are occasioned 
in adjoining places, not only in the temperature of the air, but also, 
in the amount of condensation of vapor, more mist, fog or dew, ap- 
pearing when radiation is greatest. These are the effects of the night 
season. , | 

Thus it is found that the- conditions under which malarious dis- 
eases arise accord with the laws of evaporation and _ terrestrial 
radiation, and we conclude that the precipitation of vapor, mist, 
haze, dew or fog, may be taken as evidence of the concentration of 
the poison. Condensation of vapor commences, and it appears as a 
consequence of this associated miasamg, left alone, it begins to show 
its qualities. Not that at all times noxious effluvia pass into the 
air, so as to be made sensible whenever dew or fog appears, but 
that when they do exist, their quantity is determined by heat and 
evaporation, and their poisonous qualities are brought out when the 
associated vapor is condensed. The peculiar properties of many 
bodies disappear in combination. There is nothing, therefore, to 
negative the supposition that the hurtful qualities of terrestrial 
effluvia may appear only when their union with aqueous vapor is 
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decomposed, and the theory accounts for the comparative absence 
of noxious qualities in the day time. It is not more difficult to 
conceive the irregular and unequal dispersion of hurtful exhalations 
over limited spots or tracts of country occasioned by terrestrial 
radiations, than to be convinced of similar inequalities in the dis- 
tribution of clouds and fog. And this would explain the immunity 
afforded by elevation. 

In examining the topography and habitations of all places 
wherein typhoid fever occurred in this district, I found invariably 
that the patient slept in close proximity to the privy vault and that 
upon the ground floor, and from these circumstances I have no 
doubt that the cases reported as such were genuine; I also obtained 
their history and the symptoms from the attending physicians, and 
all the facts and evidence which I could gather confirmed the 
diagnosis. Hence I conclude that sleeping on the ground floor, 
especially near vaults, or where water stands under the floors of 
houses, is the prime factor or predisposing cause of fevers of a low 
type. 

In tracing the history of congestive fevers, I could form no 
definite opinion as to its inciting cause, except upon the hypothesis 
which I have adduced. Oftentimes it was found to exist where least 
expected; at other times I found plenty of evidence to warrant me 
in saying that it was the unhygienic condition of the locality that 
set up the phenomena of the disease. 


HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FEVER. 


In severe and fatal cases of this fever the differential diagnosis 
is extremely difficult to determine, on account of its great similarity 
to yellow fever. This fever has no specific character, no appropriate 
_or essential or pathognomonic symptom, no definite duration, but that 
the pulse is frequent and very irregular, blood vessels highly con- 
gested, pain in the back and head, bowels constipated and great 
irritability of the stomach. The whole ora part of these symptoms 
form the diagnosis of this fever. But as the disease advances 
passive hemorrhage from the stomach often takes place. The urine 
is often so heavily charged with albumen as to solidify under the 
usual tests. Various opinions have been entertained as to its rela- 
tion to yellow fever; but it is regarded by good authority to be an 
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ageravated attack of bilious remittent fever, augmented in its malig- 
nity from its occurring in persons unaccustomed to this climate. 


BARREL HOUSES. 


Of all the nuisances with which this district is afflicted none-can 
compare in magnitude with the institutions now under consideration. 
They issue out daily, poisonous liquors of such intense virulence, 
that sooner or later the victims who frequent these places of resort 
find themselves entirely destroyed or fit subjects for the insane 
asylum. I speak from actual observation, having had ample and 
extended opportunities for the past three years in the Charity Hos- 
pital to watch the baleful effects of adulterated liquors on that class 
of persons who frequent these sinks of iniquity and crime. These 
villainous compounds produce a species of madness entirely distinct 
in its pathological character from other species of mania. Some- 
times it assumes a most ferocious and diabolical form, at other times 
the sufferer is despondent and gloomy, seeking relief by ending his 
unhappy fate by committing the worst of all crimes, “ suicide.” 

I shall now undertake to describe the peculiar form of insanity 
of which I have been speaking. The features become pinched, skin 
dry and hot, eyes sunk deep in the orbits, stomach disordered, bow- 
els constipated, urine scanty and of high color, imagination some- 
times exalted, at other times very much depressed. The brain is 
the organ to which this subtle poison first addresses itself. Of 
cerebral diseases, this is one of the most important, and in regard 
to its pathological anatomy one of the best characterized. 

Not being able in this report to dwell on its history, I shall content 
myself with some of the symptons during life, and its pathological 
manifestations in the brain after death. This malady so frequent 
and serious, attacking man only, conducting him through sad stages 
of degradation to an untimely grave, demands legislative action. 
This alone has induced me to lay this matter before the intelligent 
body over which you have the honor to preside. 

I respectfully invite the attention of the honorable Board of Health 
to the fact that in the past ten years more men have been slain 
by this insidious monster than fell in the late wars of Europe and 
America combined. This disease is anatomically distinguished by 
chronic congestions of the cortical substance of the brain, and adhe- 
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sion of its meninges. Its symptoms are disordered motility, demen- 
tia and delirium of an ambitious tendency. 

It proclaims itself many months before it strikes down its vic- 
tim, by light cerebral congestions, which cause redness of the face, 
trouble of vision, heaviness of the head, an intense redness occu- 
pying one or both ears, and is often attended by severe cephalalgia 
and epistaxis. If the march of this malady be not arrested, soften- 
ing of the brain ensues, and paralysis is the inevitable result. 

In the many autopsies that I have made in the Charity Hospital, 
the same general conditions were present. I have selected one from 
my case book, which presented the following appearance: The 
pia-mater had lost its transparency, and presented an opaque, reddish 
color from its numerous tortuous, turgescent vessels. The cellular 
tissue of this membrane was thickened and infiltrated with more or 
less sero-sanguinous fluid. The attempt to remove the pia-mater 
from the cortical substance, manifested the greatest anatomical 
lesion of the particular form of poisoning under consideration, viz., 
adhesion. This last named appearance is not the product of sud- 
den and intense morbid action, but requires time for its formation, 
and is always preceded by a high state of inflammation, which will 
be-found most concentrated where the adhesions are best charac- 
terized. These adhesions are principally found on the anterior and 
inferior faces of the anterior lobes, and around the fissures of silvius. 
They are less common on the occipital lobes. When occupying the 
cerebellum they are usually found on its superior and in ferior faces. 

Very often inflammatory foci occupy the circumvolutions which 
border the fissures of silvius, those at the right and left of the falx 
cerebri, and those corresponding to the inferior part of the anterior 
cerebral lobes. The same are also seen on the superior lateral and 
- convex regions of the middle and posterior lobes of the cerebrum 
The cortical substance is so much softened that the slightest touch 
of the finger or scapel removes more or less nervous matter. Its 
coloration is no longer normal but presents various degrees of red- 
ness, arising from congestion. If the disease has been of an intense 
character, and the sufferer has been in the habit of drinking during 
its invasion, and he should die from a congestive attack, the whole 
structure of the brain will present a pale, yellowish appearance. 
The gray matter is very much reduced by atrophy, and in many 
cases does not retain more than half its normal thickness. 


96 


This is only an outline of this terrible malady, and three-fourths 
of the colored patients brought into the wards under my charge in 
the Charity Hospital are laboring under this type of self imposed 
insanity. 

I bring this to your notice, hoping that the Board of Health will 
take cognizance of it, and proper measures for its abatement be 
inaugurated. 

INSPECTION OF MARKETS. 

The sanitary condition of both the French and Trémé markets is 
fair, with the exception that the controllers or farmers of these 
markets have failed to provide receptacles for refuse matter and 
offal. In making inspections through these markets my attention 
has often been called to meats of a very questionable character, and 
I have directed the officers under my charge upon many occasions 
to compel butchers to throw away meats which they kept exposed 
for sale. While complying with great reluctance, they allege that 
the reason of such neglect is that they have no place of deposit. 
Much of this decayed meat is sold to eating houses established on 
the levees, for the benefit of longshoremen and _ roustabouts. 
Dysentery, diarrhoea and many other diseases are the results of this 
nefarious practice. 


PARISH PRISON AND POLICE STATIONS. 


These institutions I have visited tri-weekly for the past nine 
months. I am forced to say that their sanitary condition has never 
been such as I could recommend. The fourth precinct police station 
and parish prison are bounded by Trémé, Marais, Orleans and St. 
Ann streets. (Vide map of city square No. 149). One-third of the 
above named block is used as the parish prison, one-third as the 
fourth precinct police station, the remaining third, formerly used as 
the insane asylum, is at present vacant. The cells wherein the 
prisoners are confined are very deficient in ventilation, at least those 
on the second floor. Those on the ground-floor were altered some- 
what at my suggestion, and promises were made by the authorities 
to complete the work as had been directed, but it was never done. 
These cells are uniform in size, being, respectively, ten feet by 
twelve and fourteen, giving total air space of 1680 cubic feet. 
Thirteen prisoners are often confined in a cell—a number of human 
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beings fearfully disproportionate to the limited allowance of such 
a stagnant and deleterious atmosphere. This institution has two 
very large privy vaults, the use of which have been discontinued 
since the Sanitary Fertilizing Company has contracted with the city 
authorities for the removal of all effete and excrementitious matter. 

The attention of the Board of Health is called to the fact that 
the Parish Prison is of very ancient architecture, and not at all in 
keeping with the progress of the times. It certainly was construct- 
ed without*consulting any principle of hygiene, the result of which 
is a monster, injuring all who are unfortunate enough to be brought 
within its confines. Those who constructed it were either ignorant 
of the part which oxygenization plays in supporting animal life, or 
wantonly disregarded the self-evident truth that pure air is the 
veriest essence of life. The greater number of cells in this prison 
have, however, a feeble pretension at ventilation. These ventila- 
tors are diamond shape, the length of each side being six inches. 
These being the only openings serving the purpose of ventilators, 
the objections urged against this method of ventilation, can be rea- 
dily seen by taking cognizance of the fact that these openings are 
the only gateways for the ingress of oxygen and the egress of car- 
bonic acid gases. 

Experience has long since taught those skilled in sanitary&cience, 
that both men and animals, even in health, assembled in large num- 
bers in a confined atmosphere speedily communicate to it new prop- 
erties which engender transmissible maladies. It is under these cir. 
cumstances that the typhus of prisons, ship and typhoid fever as 
well, are propagated. After an hour’s closure of one of these cells, 
especially at night, the quality of the atmosphere may be imagined 
but can not be described. Physiologists agree in saying that it requires 
seven cubic feet per minute of pure air to sustain human life. In 
an atmosphere of sixteen hundred and eighty cubic feet with thir- 
teen persons breathing ninety one cubic feet per minute, it only re- 
quires about twenty minutes to exhaust it. An excess of carbonic 
acid gas takes the place of oxygen and respiration and inspiration 
is with difficulty maintained. 

It is well known that the bodies of persons perspire freely and are 
rapidly covered with dirt. It is well known that persons in confine- 


ment neglect those cares of the toilet which are absolutely necessary 
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to prevent disagreeable exhalations from arising and impregnating 
the surrounding atmosphere. 

Tf after an hour’s closure the air of one of these cells, crowded 
as referred to, were to be examined, the existence of the following 
bodies would be determined: epithelium, crystals, diaphanous bodies, 
myriads of bacteria, bacteria termo, bacteria punctata, vibriones of 
different dimensions, spirila volutantes and ovoid monads. These 
bodies are variously formed, spherical, ovoidal, cylindrical, regular 
and irregular. They are microphites and microzoa in process of de- 
velopment. Itis to these bodies that typhus and typhoid fever of 
prisons and hospitals are attributed. 

These facts are well known ; I need not dwell upon them longer. 

The method of ventilation, before mentioned, is therefore dan- 
gerously defective, from the fact that it is bound to support two 
currents, viz, an upper and a lower current, carbonic acid gas being 
in excess, thereby preventing an influx of oxygen. 

I would recommend the Board of Health to advise the author- 
ities of the deplorable condition of this prison. The vacant part of 
this building ought to be used by the authorities for the purpose of 
confining prisoners, and by so doing there would be no necessity of 
crowding so many of these unfortunate wretches in a few cells. 


POLICE STAPIONS AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


I have very little complaint to make of the police stations outside 
of the Parish Prison, with the exception of the manner in which © 
the earth closets are emptied by the Sanitary Fertilizing Company; 
the remedy for which rests with that corporation. 

The school houses are in the same condition as regards vaults, as 
are all other public buildings in this district, and in fact none of 
them have received that attention which is absolutely necessary to 
insure health. In my judgment the public money has been wasted 
by employing this company. 


SANITARY FERTILIZING COMPANY. 


IT am of the opinion that this company has in a measure been 
misnamed. Iam unable to see how it can be called a strictly sani- 
tary company under its present system of the removal of excre- 
mentitious and effete matters. I find in the public schools huge 
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troughs of urine that are exposed from day to day to the rays of 
the sun, which constantly eliminate offensive and injurious odors. 
Besides, their method of the removal of the boxes, as I stated in my 
monthly reports, is a gross violation of all hygienic principles with 
which I am acquainted; and it behooves the General Assembly of the 
State to see that this company now under consideration be required 
to partially, if not in full, comply with some of the conditions under 
which it obtained its charter. 


Report on Earth Closets in Public Buildings in the Second District. 
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Third Precinct Station .... 2 2 | 8 Left exposed without charcoal 
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SHRIMP AND FISH HOUSES. 


These institutions I consider to be one of the most deleterious 
agents to animal life that can be imagined, situated as they are in 
the very heart of a metropolitan district like the Second; people 
passing constantly to and fro on the streets where they are domiciled 
are compelled to inhale their noisome odors, to say nothing of 
the horrible torture that the neighbors living in the vicinity are forced 
to endure. 

It would be wrong to suppress this part of our commerce, but if 
the evils complained of could be avoided, especially during the sum- 
mer months, many of the diseases with which the people are afflicted 
would immediately disappear, or their virulence would be mitigated. 
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(For instance, cholera morbus, diarrhoea, dysentery and fever). I 
would suggest that these shrimp and fish houses be removed to some 
floating boat on the river front. 

Particular attention has been paid to the disinfection of these 
places, and my utmost vigilance has been baffled so far as the 
removal of the poisonous odor is concerned, and itis well known 
that there is no animal matter more poisonous than fish undergoing 
putrefaction. 


HIDE DEPOTS. 


With justice to the Second District this report can not be prop- 
erly concluded without bringing to your notice these chronic 
nuisances of which every citizen has just reason to complain, and 
especially those situated in the front part of this district. These 
hides are exposed in many instances on the sidewalk from morning 
until night, and being green, require large quantities of salt to 
prevent their decomposition, and the fluids which they contain, 
extracted by the salt, flow over the banquettes into the street gut- 
ters, creating thereby an almost unendurable stench. I would 
recommend the Board of Health to cause them to be removed to 
some suburban part of the city. 


SANITARY POLICE. 


It has been our good fortune to have in this district for the past 
year a most intelligent and faithful corps of officers, andgthe work 
which they have performed can not be put upon paper. It gives 
me pleasure to recommend them to the favorable notice of the 
Board of Health. But there is one that needs no recommendation— 
J. H. Camp, a Christian, gentleman, soldier, citizen ana father, is 
dead. He died like a soldier, obeying orders. Officer Camp worked 
in this district up to the fifteenth of last August, when he was 
transferred to the Third District. 

L. D. Allen is an experienced and faithful sanitary officer, always 
ready to give time and attention to anything that may occur that 
requires his services. It is to him the credit is due of discovering 
many cases of small-pox that, otherwise would never have been 
reported. 

F. Schriebert is an intelligent, straightforward officer. Beside be- 
ing well acquainted with the people in this district, he speaks 
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French, German and English; a very valuable acquisition to the sani- 
tary force. 

The subjoined table shows the sanitary work accomplished during 
the year. 


SECOND DISTRICT INSPECTION REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1874, 


NATURE OF. NO. OF. 
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tSix permits granted to erect buildings. {Forty-five cases sent to hospital. 
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COAL OIL ACCIDENTS. 








; Names of In- | Name of | Mercantile 
Locality. Date of. jured persons. Oil. hint Remarks. 
79 Customhouse st.|March 16 Mrs. E. “Habader|Puroline -|Coal Oil... - Died in hospital. 
79 Customhouse st.|March 16)Mr. E. Habader|Puroline. 





Coal Oil......|Badly burned. 
133 Bienville street!May 4...|Mary McGovern Gasoline..|Burning fluidlSlighly burned. 





Submitting the foregoing report, I have the honor to be, 
; Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, « 
J. T. NEWMAN, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, Second District. 


REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR, THIRD DISTRICT. 





New Orueans, La., December 31, 1874. 
C. B. White, M. D., President Board of Health: 

Smr—I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report of 
the sanitary condition of the Third District of New Orleans, during 
the year 1874. 

The Third District comprises the seventh, eighth, and ninth wards 
of this city; it is situated between Esplanade street and the lower 
limit of the city, the Mississippi river and lake Pontchartrain, and 
contains a population of about 45,000 inhabitants. 

Doctor J. T. Newman having been the sanitary inspector of the 
Third District from January 1, 1874, to April 11, when I was ap- 
pointed, I have included in this report the work done during his 
administration as well as my own. 

On my accession to this office I found officers Hy. Kohlhaase and 
Jacob Schott detailed from the Metropolitan police force as sanitary 
police officers. On June 3 officer Schott, through sickness, became in- 
capacitated for duty; in September officer Camp was detailed to assist 
officer Kohlhaase, but on the fourteenth September, 1874, he lost 
his life in obeying orders from his superior officers in the Metro- 
politan Brigade; officer John Commons, who served for one month: 
and officer Hutson for two days, were detailed by the Police Com- 
missioners, and recalled by them. It is with pleasure that I testify 
to their faithful and zealous discharge of all the duties which they 
have had to perform; officer Kolhaase has proven himself not only 
a faithful and discreet officer, but an indefatigable and intelligent 
assistant, whose services in the office, when inspections could not be 
made, were used in furnishing the Board with topographical maps 
of blocks infected by yellow fever, and also a full map of the Third 
District, showing where each and every case of small-pox, yellow 
fever, or malarial fevers occurred. 


SMALL-POX. 


This disease, not having been eradicated during the last year, con- 
tinued over into this, there being 65 cases of small-pox reported by 
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my predecessor on the thirty-first of December, 1873; and, as will 
be seen by the table for small-pox, there were 569 cases of this 
malady in this district from January 1 to December 31, 1874. Of 
these 261 were white, 308 were colored persons, 319 were males, 
250 were females, 261 were adults, 308 were children. These 569 
cases of small-pox produced 179 deaths, of which 59 were white 
persons, 120 were colored, 99 were males, 80 were females, 73 were 
adults, 106 were children. 

I devoted my attention to the causes and means of prevention of 
small-pox. The propagation and perpetuation of small-pox in this 
district for several years past I found to be due to the following 

causes: ° ; 
 First—The mistaken ideas existing in this community as to the 
virtues of vaccination, some believing it to be a complete and per- 
petual protection, and exposing themselves to contagion unnecesa- 
rily, only to find out their mistake; others, on the contrary, dreading 
vaccination as a means of enticing small-pox, and facilitating conta- 
gion, besides introducing other poisons into the otherwise healthy 
system; these shunning vaccination remain exposed to small-pox 
and fall its ready and most severely punished victims. 

Second—The concealment of cases of small-pox by physicians and 
others from the sanitary officers, has prevented the disinfection of 
premises after a first or trivial case, and the consequence has been 
subsequent numerous and malignant cases, terminating in the death 
of the victims. 

Third—The non-isolation of the patients by the family or atten- 
dants has also been a great means of propagating the disease to 
localities distant from those first infected. 

The means employed by me to abate and prevent the spread of 
small-pox, have been the vaccination of all attendants and neighbors 
of afflicted persons, and their isolation as far as practicable until 
recovery, when the premises occupied by said patients were fumiga- 
ted thoroughly with sulphurous or chlorine vapors, the bed, bed- 
ding and linen being subjected to boiling water or being burned. 

Actual observations during the year 1874 have proven the above 
means to be efficient, for in nota single case of recent and successful vac- 
cination or revaccination of persons residing with or near infected per- 

ons, did contagion of small-pox take place. I have even under the 
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above conditions allowed the infants to continue at the breast of their 
mother, and always with safety. In no case after fumigation did a 
second case occur in the same premises, except when the patients were 
already incubating the disease. 

The St. Mary’s Boys’ Asylum, in this district, had 53 cases of 
small-pox from December 26, 1873, to March 26, 1874, only 2 of 
which had been reported or discovered by my predecessor; 10 
deaths occurred, and only one, a sister or nun, was registered; the 
other 9, buried in a private grave-yard of the asylum, the sisters had 
neglected to register. These 53 cases, discovered in April, could not 
be placed in the table of small-pox to the separate months to which 
they belong, as no such dates were furnished or kept by the asylum; 
consequently I have placed them as a separate item at the end, in 
order to obtain the correct total of cases. The influence-of the sani- 
tary measures abové mentioned, combined with the influence of the 
intense heat of summer, are quite perceptible in looking over the total 
number of cases for each month. The influence of race is also ap- 
parent by the table, not only as to the number of patients, but also 
as to the fatality of the result. That the number given in the small- 
pox table does not give all the cases, is made evident from the fact 
that 92 cases had no medical attendance, were not reported to the 
Board of Health, and were only discovered by the coroner, who 
had to bury them, and reported their death and its cause. 

Many, no doubt, had medical attendants, who failed to report 
them, or had none and got well, unknown to the sanitary inspect- 
ors, who therefore could not fumigate the premises. 

Under the above circumstances, I consider the fact of having 
only one convalescent case of small-pox at present, a very good 
result, and I now only fear importation from the neighboring dis- 


trict. 
VACCINIA OR COW-POX. 


Free vaccination and revaccination were offered to the public, and 
more specially to those living near infected localities, not only by 
my predecessor and myself as sanitary: inspectors, but also by Dr. E. 
S. Lewis, who jointly with me tendered his services to the Board in 
order to give assistance and influence to the cause of free vacci- 
nation, thus securing the vaccination of several hundreds in a 
short time. Our example was soon followed by the other physicians 
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of the district, and even by the midwives, and through the bovine 
virus freely supplied by the Board of Health, the vaccine virus used 
in this district has become regenerated. 

The experience of last year has satisfied me that recent and 
successful vaccination or revaccination with bovine virus, or that of 
first humanization, is a complete protection against small-pox, far 
better than a previous attack of the same disease. 

The well marked protection given by the bovine virus should en- 
courage the Board of Health to continue to supply the same gratu- 
itously, and even to establish a bovine vaccine institute under their 
control, to be supported by the State. Such establishments exist in 
several of the European States and even in some of the United 
States, and ours could be located very easily at or near the slaughter- 
houses below the city, at a very small cost. 


DRAINAGE. 


This district is one of the highest above overflows, and had form- 
erly a natural drainage, which, in the course of time, has been 
destroyed by the following causes: 1. The embankment or levees 
which form the road-beds of the Pontchartrain and of the Mobile 
railroads; 2. By the construction by the city authorities of a so 
called “Protection Levee;” 3. By the neglect of the city authorities 
to keep clean that small Claiborne canal, the only drainage of two- 
thirds of this district. 

The result of this want of drainage has rendered this once healthy 
district the most unhealthy one of the city, and the mortuary records 
prove that it has suffered more from malarial fevers, of a malignant 
type, for the last few years than all the rest of the city together. 


MALARIAL AND CONGESTIVE FEVERS. 


This district has suffered a great deal from malarial and congestive 
fevers, due to the want of drainage, and made more malignant from 
the intense heat of the last summer, and the northerly winds 
driving the poisoned vapors from the swamp through the district to 
the river. By reference to the accompanying table showing the 
number of cases of malarial fevers and their classification, you will 
find 162 deaths—121 among the whites, only 41 among the blacks. By 
the same table you will see that only 40 deaths occurred on streets 
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parallel with the river, and 122 on streets running from swamp 
to river, proving the influence of the vapors of the undrained 
swamp in the rear of the district. During the year 1874 the deaths 
from malarial fevers for the city of New Orleans numbered 484, of 
which 108 occurred in the Charity Hospital, which receives pa- 
tients not only from the whole city but from other parts of the 
State, and also from abroad, thus leaving a mortality of 276 which 
occurred in the city, outside of said Hospital. Of these 162 were 
from the Third District, containing a population of about 45,000 
inhabitants, and 226 in all the other districts, containing 147,000 
inhabitants. 

I would call your attention to the table of deaths from the same 
malarial and congestive fevers for the three weeks commencing 
August 2, and ending August 23, 1874. There were 7 deaths from 
the second to the ninth, 28 from the ninth to the sixteenth, and only 
6 from the sixteenth to twenty-third August, 1874. 

The “heated term ” was exactly between the ninth and sixteenth 
of August, and might perhaps be supposed to be the only cause of 
the increased mortality for that special week; nevertheless, our want 
of drainage must still continue to bear a great part, if not all the 
responsibility for said mortality, for on examining the same table 
we find that 5 deaths only occurred on streets parallel with the river, 
whilst 23 deaths were located on the streets running directly from 
the swamp to the river. 

The Third District is heavily taxed for a drainage which does not 
exist, and it behooves our city and State administrators to take such 
steps as will thoroughly drain this district and free it from the ma- 
lignant forms of malarial diseases, which are more fatal than yellow 
fever, which respect neither native nor foreigner, and which, in 
one year only, have made more victims than an epidemic of yellow 
fever. 

Though many of the cases of malarial fevers reported were called 
typhoid fever, on information received from the attending physicians, 
I feel warranted in stating that they. resembled typhoid fever, but 
were not cases of true enteric fever. 

YELLOW FEVER. 


There has been no epidemic of yellow fever this year, neither in 
my district nor in the city. The table for yellow fever shows that 
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6 cases occurred in the Third District during the year 1874. Cases 
No. 1 and 2—John Burk, male, aged 9 years, and his brother, Wil- 
liam Wilcox, aged 6 years, both white, natives of Ireland, six months 
in this city, residing for two months at No. 470 Decatur street, were 
both taken sick at the above place Wednesday, August 19, 1874, at 
the same hour in the evening, and both threw up black vomit on 
the twenty-second and died that day, one at 12 o’clock of the day, 
the other 12 o’clock P. M. The certificates were signed pernicious 
and congestive fever by the attending physician, but he having in- 
formed me of his suspicions of yellow fever, I caused the premises 
and privy vault to be disinfected with pure carbolic acid on Monday 
August 24, 1874. 

Case No. 3. Mary Wilcox, mother of the two first cases, a native 
of Ireland, aged 30 years, was taken sick at the same place in the 
same room, on Tuesday, the twenty-fifth of August, in the evening, 
threw up black vomit Sunday morning, the thirtieth, and died in 
12 hours after. This case having been immediately reported, was 
visited by Dr. C. B. White, President of the Board of Health, and 
by myself, with the consent of the attending physician, and was by 
us acknowledged to be a case of yellow fever; wé must there- 
fore admit that the two children, cases Nos. 1 and 2, died of the 
same disease. | 

No case of yellow fever had occurred previously in the same 
house or room, but in the same square, No. 13, on Spain street, the 
two brothers Quigly died last year, and also in the same block is a 
rag shop. Did these 3 cases originate from undestroyed germs 
living over from last year from old cases, or from germs accumu- 
lated in the rags of the junk store, or from some other source? 
We may form conjectures but can not assert. 

The whole block and the opposite side of the street were disin- 
fected on the evenings of the 29th and 30th of August, 1874, with 
the zinc-iron disinfectant. On the same evenings the adjoining 
streets and gutters were disinfected with carbolic acid. On the 
dist the premises No. 470 Decatur street. were disinfected, and in 
the rooms the atomizer, with pure carbolic acid spray, was used 
until every portion of the floors, wall and ceilings had been well 
disinfected, after which the landlord caused the premises and fences 
to be whitewashed with strong lime. 
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Case.No. 4. Louis Dubo, a white male, aged 24 years, a native of 
France, 2 years in this city, sleeping during the last four months in 
a room back of No. 47 Peters street, was taken by his friends to the 
Charity Hospital on the 24th of September, 1874, and died there 
on the 27th of the same month, after throwing up black vomit. The 
physician in charge of the case, in the Hospital, reported yellow 
fever as the cause of death. Premises disinfected on the 27th and 
28th of September. No cases of yellow fever have occurred in the 
same premises, but in the same square, No. 8, on Elysian Fields 
street, Miss Speth died of yellow fever last year. 

Should we admit that Louis Dubo contracted the yellow fever 
from germs living over from the Speth case of last year, it would 
remain for us to explain why 71 other equally unacclimated persons 
residing in the area of the same square, many of them in the 
original premises, escaped the infection. 

Case No. 5. Jens Peter Torgusen, a white boy, aged 103 years, 
a native of Norway, residing with his parents at No. 617 St. Claude 
street, square No. 394, 1 year in the city, 2 months in the above 
residence, became sick on the 30th of September, 1874, and died at 
the residence of his parents on the 3d day of October, 1874, after 
throwing up black vomit. The family physician was only called 
a few hours previous to death, and he having neglected to report 
his case, I only heard of the case after the death and burial of the 
boy. From the description of the symptoms, as furnished by the 
parents and the physician, it was no doubt a case of yellow fever. 
The boy having spent several hours with his family on board of one 
of the United States’ steamers then at anchor in front of the city, 
the parents were inclined to look upon that visit as the cause of the 
attack. Inquiry from the medical officers of the suspected vessel 
proved that the vessel had not been exposed to infection, and had 
no one sick with fever up to date; furthermore, the vessel has con- 
tinued free from sickness until now, and some other source of 
infection must be looked for. 

October 5, 1874, the entire premises were disinfected with pure 
carbolic acid, and the furniture, walls and bedding subjected to the 
spray of the carbolic acid atomizer. The same evening the surround- 
ing streets and gutters were sprinkled with carbolic acid. 

Case No. 6. Martin Leech, a white male aged 29 years, a native 
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of Ireland, 4 years in the United States, but who usually spent his 
summers in Iowa, when 12 days in this city, October 17, 1874, at 
No. 95 Spain street, fell sick with yellow fever and recovered. Thisis 
the only case of recovery from yellow fever in the Third District in 
1874. 

No previous case of yellow fever had occurred in the premises No. 
95 Spain, or in the vicinity. He had been working in the Natchez 
Cotton Press, and whether that Press contained cotton from Shreve- 
port or some other of the infected cities of last year, could not be 
ascertained. A reference to the map of the district shows this case 
to be about equally distant on one side from cases Nos. 1, 2 and 3, 
and on the other from case No. 5. The premises occupied by this 
case were disinfected like the preceding ones and also the neigh- 
borhood. 

DISINFECTION AND ITS RESULTS. 


Though the number of cases of yellow fever was small in this dis- 
trict, the value of the carbolic acid disinfection has been neverthe- 
less demonstrated as follows: 

In the Wilcox cases, disinfection of premises did not protect Mrs. 
Wilcox, who had nursed her two children and slept in the same bed, 
and who no doubt had already the germs of the disease when the 
disinfection was made on the twenty-fourth of August, as she was 
compelled to take the bed on the twenty-fifth of the same month. 
After her death, on the thirtieth, when the premises and streets of 
the vicinity had been re-disinfected, an inspection of the square and 
vicinity gave us the information that 24 unacclimated resided therein, 
and up to this time no one has contracted yellow fever. 

By reference to the table of yellow fever we find, around the Louis 
Dubo case, 71 unacclimated persons; 10 around the J. P. Torgusen 
case, and 3 around the Leech case ; in all these, no second case has 
occurred. In the Torgusen family, a white girl, their daughter Eliz- 
abeth, aged 15, did die on October 18, after an illness of 4 days; but 
the same physician who had attended the brother and pronounced it 
a case of yellow fever, declared this case one of bilious fever. I 
saw the body after death, and must say it did not present the ap- 
pearance of a death from yellow fever, and I was informed that she 
had had no black vomit. The family haying vacated the premises 
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after this death, I had the rooms again disinfected and fumigated 
with sulphurous fumes. | 

The result of the disinfection has been to protect at least 108 
unacclimated persons; and this result, added to those already | 
accumulated in former reports, must tend to remove all doubt of the 
_ utility of fumigation and disinfection, leaving only for a study the 
improvements to be made in the choice of disinfectants and the 
means of applying the same. 


EARTH-CLOSETS. 


The special tabulated report of earth-closets in public buildings 
in the Third District, shows them to be no earth-closets, but mere 
portable tubs, which are regularly emptied only in the fifth precinct 
police station. 


WATER-SUPPLY. 


The waterworks supply of water to the Third District for drink- 
ing, sanitary or fire extinguishing purposes, is a perfect failure, and 
a disgrace to a city like New Orleans, fronting on the noble Missis- 
sippi; the more so, as the works are a city property. Only a few of 
the streets: have any pipes, and in these the supply has been so 
scant that tke flow has been barely sufficient to quench the thirst 
of aman, and of course, useless as a means of extinguishing fires. 
With powerful steam-engines and energetic firemen, the citizens 
have, on several occasions, been compelled to see their houses de- 
stroyed by fire, from no other cause than a want of water. Over 
$300,000 of property have been destroyed in the Third District 
within the last two years, which could have been saved, had there 
been any water on hand. That amount would build a new waiter- 
works establishment. 

The want of waterworks pipes in the Third District deprives us 
of a powerful and cheap means of disinfecting and purifying our 
cutters and streets. 

Considering our want of water for gutter cleaning, it behooves 
the present city Administrator of Improvements to examine the river 
‘sluices before the river rises. They were nearly all useless last year, 
and while we were expecting every day to see an overflow of the 
river, the people were suffering for the want of water, and none of 
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the sluices were in working order. By repairing said sluices now 
all similar trouble will be removed. 


SANITARY RESULTS FROM FIRES. 


The disastrous fire of 1873, which destroyed more than a hundred 
houses and left on the street more than two hundred families, was 
not without some good sanitary results, for the burnt district. A 
large proportion of the destroyed houses were on low feundations, 
and the street and surrounding lots having been filled up during 
the course of years, there was beneath those dwellings an unhealth- 
ful condition of things, which the fire has either destroyed or given 
facilities to remedy. The ashes and rnbbish from the fire served to 
fill up mud sinks, which evidently existed under many of the houses, 
Besides this destruction of all the organic substances in the damp 
recesses under the dwellings, the rubbish and the ashes have formed 
a mineral cement over the whole surface. Nearly every building 
has been re-erected, and the foundations having been raised accord- 
ing to the requirements of the ordinances of the Board of Health, 
have received better houses than the destroyed ones. Over two 
hundred families reside in these new homes, and among them there is 
a surprising degree of healthfulness, there having occurred among 
those one thousand persons only six deaths in one year, and of those 
three were children under five years, and died of contagious diseases 
contracted in other portions of the city. 


STREETS AND GUTTERS. 


The streets and gutters of this district being nearly all unpaved, 
have been kept in as good sanitary order as possible, with the small 
number of men allotted by the Administrator of Improvements, 
the want of water to clean the gutters in dry weather, and the 
absence of drainage to carry off the water from rains, cisterns, and 
other sources. The officers of the street department for this district 
have on every occasion shown a desire to comply with every request 
to improve the sanitary condition of the Third District. 


BUILDING CLAUSE. 


The building clause of the health ordinances has been strictly enforced 
in this district (where it seemed to be unknown and neglected), and 
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the number of permits granted on certificate of proper grading cor- 
responds with the erection of new buildings in this district for the 
last eight months. I have had but little trouble in enforcing it, 
when I succeeded in convincing the owners that, if the filling of 
their lots was often an extra and unexpected expense, it was to 
their advantage and the means of preserving their health and, that 
of their families. 
SANITARY OPERATIONS. 


These have been carried forward on the usual plan, and though 
only one officer was constantly detailed during the year, the labor 
performed is quite creditable to officers Kohlhaase and Schott, when 
the last was on duty. 

The tables showing the nature and amount of these sanitary opera- 
tions will at one glance convey every information required on that 
subject, and is made a part of this report. 


PLAN AND TABLES. 


As an appendix to the annual report are added: 1, the map of 
the Third District, showing locality and number of small-pox cases, 
and the same in regard to yellow fever and malarial fevers (in the 
last only the cases ending in death) 2, a detailed table of the small- 
pox cases, as to color, sex, recovery or death, etc; 3, adetailed table 
of the fatal cases of malarial fevers as to date of death, and also 
locality (on the same table is the detail of the deaths from the same 
cause during the week of the “heated term,” also the detail of those 
occurring the week preceding and that following said “ heated term’) 
4, a detailed table of the cases of yellow fever; 5, a detailed list 
and report of the so called “ dry-earth closets used in public build- 
ings in the Third District;” 6, table of sanitary operations; 7, a 
chart to show the rain-fall, and subsoil level. The latter is only given 
until latter part of October, the occupants of the house on Port 
street having left it and the new tenants using the well. 

Yours most respectfully, 
GUSTAVUS -DEVRON, 
Sanitary Intpector, Third District. 
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TABLE 


Showing the number of Deaths from Malarial Fevers which occurred in 
the Third District, during the year 1874. 
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The following are Deaths which occurred in the Three Weeks com- 
mencing August 2 and ending August 23, 1874. 
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HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION. 





RMT OF PTO ISON i741) foie ae. «ia: orale mb eo: 6 clelese 9+ ervinte wlatpaslale'« 4,172 
Number of premises with hydrants..............0e00-ee: 84 
Demmiber Oo Premises WilA GISLETDS 0. s.eyscce+ +s sheer ot 3,672 
Number of premises with cisterns and hydrants.......... 394 
Number of premises with no water suppiy............... 22 
Number of premises built of wood....... oles aking. | Rat lea 3,821 
Damen Orepremises buf of -brigk..).2....600+ 2.80 cece 35% 
Number of premises with 351 horses, 225 mules, 198 cows, 

Ma Ops. ....: DEEN hale diecast a oc te 6 Wes eel a's shoei, ae 257 
eee et? POLS VACAN Ge 2 ete Cec he ee oy oe delle ok 556 
Number of persons occupying premises, white...... 18,494 
Number of persons occupying premises, colored .... 3,382 
Number of persons occupying premises, Chinese .... 9 

21,885 
Nunwbertof rooms to premises: 2. i. ei cece ate cleien renee 18,621 
Number of rooms used as kitchens ............ cece cece 4,262 
Number of houses used as stores ...........0.000--- wivtonrtets |!) 
Mammper-of houses for rent... oc. as one ol ee eine ee wees 253 
Number of children born, 1873, white ............. 440 
Number of children born, 18738, colored......... .. 98 
——- 5388 
Number of persons unprotected against small-pox.......... 289 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Number of inspections made ......... Bree onsets wee GtOe 
robert or re-inspections 6) .2 ee a eee 1,368 
Number of nuisarces requiring abatement...............- 1,269 
Number of notices to empty vaults............. -:. 00. ee 1,050 
amber ol notices to rebuild vanlis...........06. 60.00.05 28 
Number of notices to repair vaults. .......... ...0ee enone 108 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults................. 0005 481 
Number of. notices to clean premises..........0...- 00000. 40 
Pen DEreererOvlCes tO FUIOLSIG wis steele bee cee cies eeeees 35 
Biumber of notices to-drain loth. 2.5... 20... ee eee e ee a 9 
Number of notices to remove hogs...............-2 ee eeee 6 
Number of notices to supply water.............-2ee ee evee 6 
Number of dangerous buildings reported................. i! 
PPUMGLPOnepremises disinfected ~~. i. cea hb ee ee eee ee 385 
Pemuerorpremises fnmirated ts). i. 6 ee we eee ee 444 
Number of cases of small-pox............. arin ede peice. Goishe 569 
Number of cases of yellow fever...........cccccceeccnces 6 
Number of parties reported for non-compliance............ 9 
WNumbero! persons vaccinated) go)... 2. =) ewe ee ese e ee eee 226 
Number of certificates issued to builders................- 99 
Number of blocks of street disinfected with carbolic acid by 

Baia ee ade Beet gg ve a aia ata dik eile nl ANS, oie ate . 28 
Number of blocks of banquett disinfected with cabolic acid 

RT Res et oe NE <5 wk ao wsigidinks Si2 sien «ibe wie''s oes 9 


Number of premises disinfected by using the atomizer..... 4 
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TABLE , 


Showing Condition of Premises in which fatal cases of Cholera and all 
Fevers eacept Yellow Fever, occurred in the Third District during 
the year 1874, 
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Yes| No. Yes| No.| Yes} No.| Yes] No.| Yes| No.| Yes No.| Yes} No. 

——$———_. | | | | | | | — ) | S| OI 
Malarial fever ......ee- 6 7 3} 10) 10 3| 10 3 1; 12) 10 3) 4 9 
Intermittent fever..... 4 7 4 i 6 5 4 7 3 8 6 5 4 t 
Bilious or remittent fe- ae 

IV OD Saas cic is Gisislals eee sine 16|.2-118} BN aban bl 9; 11 9 2), e183 #4 Vitets 
Congestive or  perni- 

cious fever.=... ts... c. 26| 60) 171° 69) 54} 32) 471), 89) 91) “Goll 59)" 27 2c oe 
Typho malarial fever .. 1 PA as 3} 3 2 1 1 2 3 3} 33 
All malarial fevers.... 55 Q 1 al 2 1 1 ] 1 2° g P4 
Typhoid or enteric fe- 

SB INE odes icitinvlels cis ehes 4 8 3 9 8 4 if 5 2) 10 Die 43 iL 9 
Puerperal fever........ ah iS wal 3 1 1 3} Siu Vee 
Cholera or cholera mor- 

DUIS Wie ci sceksaccis elem ced 1 iL 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ak = 1 

491 104' 35 118' 98] 55' 86 67! 33 120! 106 47' 47 106 


In nine cases the proper direction was not given and the premises 
could not be found. 


REPORT 
On Earth Closets in Public Buildings in the Third District. 
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Fifth Precinct Police Station..| 6 3 | 3 |Not supphed|Regularly emptied. 
McDonogh School No. 3....... 12 | 12 Not supplied| Very irregular. 
McDonogh School No. 4....... 12 | 12 | .. |Not supplied| Very irregular. 


There are several private establishments fitted out with earth 
closets, one viz, Pontchartrain Railroad Depot, which are entirely 
neglected, the owners having to get vidangeurs to empty the same. 

GUSTAVUS DEVRON, 


Sanitary Inspector, Third District. 


REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR, FOURTH DISTRICT. 





Orrice Sanrrary Inspector, Fourrs District, 
New Orleans, December 31, 1874. 
C. B. White, M. D., President Board of Health, 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following summary report of 
this department, relative to the sanitary affairs of the Fourth Dis- 
trict for the year 1874. 

The health of this community during the year has been praeten 
The exception to this rule has been small-pox, which prevailed to a 
moderate extent during the spring, as shown in special report, and 
the sickness, principally fevers, which seemed to result directly from 
the excessive heat. 


SMALL-POX. 


When assuming the duties of my position in April last, I found 
this disease scattered over the district in isolated cases. Later during 
the month, there was a tendency to become epidemic in the vicinity of 
the intersection of Harmony with Carondelet streets. Hight cases 
occurred in this neighborhood, despite our efforts in fumigation and 
disinfection. The cause of the spread of the disease was traceable 
to a barber shop, a place of general resort, in the back part of which 
were two children ill of the disease. These cases were kept secret 
by the barber and his wife, and when by chance I discovered them, 
then convalescent, the plea of ignorance as to the nature of the dis- 
ease was Offered. 

The assiduity with which fumigation and disinfection have been 
conducted, has much to do, I have reason to believe, with the fre- 
quent isolation of cases. Not that vaccination is of any of the less 
value, but observation has led meto this opinion. Where cases have 
occurred after disinfection of premises, the evidence of previous in- 
fection has always been conclusive. 

The system of displaying a yellow flag as a warning to those who 
might unwittingly put themselves in the way of this plague, is hu- 
mane and effective. Had such a flag been hung in front of the bar- 
ber shop at the time the disease manifested itself, the subsequent 
cases would not have occurred. With the approach of hot weather 
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the disease rapidly declined and has not since appeared, except in 
the three cases of mild varioloid reported. 

Free vaccination has been offered, but, except in the publie schools 
ithas not proved as popular as might have been hoped, for the follow- 
ing reasons: the whites, as a general rule, attend to the early vacci- 
nation of their children, and have it performed by their physicians; 
the midwives, too, do a driving business in this line. The negroes, 
on the contrary, are, many of them, prejudiced and hostile to the 
measure, and are nearly all of them slothful and negligent. It isin- 
deed impossible to get at them, except by visiting each abode and 
begging of them permission to vaccinate, which may be granted but 
is oftentimes refused. In connection with this, I will mention a man- 
ifest disposition on the part of the negroes to conceal cases of 
small-pox. 7 

The introduction of bovine virus, I feel assured, will have a most 
important effect in improving the protective influence of vaccination. 

I furnish herewith a table setting forth the number of cases of 
small-pox, with such particulars as may be of service. 


Table of Small-pox Cases for the year 1874. 





























MONTHS. White. Colored. |; Recovered. | Died. 
SENUALY vg este «+ al, 5 3 6 2 
February 2. 6: | 14 2 ! 10 6 
Marah fiancee -h 11 1 8 4 
Apa oecy noo ee 9 i} 15 5 ae 
Mayer cscs eiteree 3 6 7 2 
JUNOZ A oe eee 2 3 4 1 
JULVi ae «etna: 2 2 
AUSUStsc a eet 1 1 
September........ 

October ....22.... 
November ........ 2 2 
December ........ 2 2 
Potaleri eater 56 21 57 20 


YELLOW FEVER. 


But one case reported during the year. Nicholas Masterson, aged 
twenty-three, a native of Ireland, two years in America, came from 
New York on the steamer General Meade, four weeks before his fatal 
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illness. Had resided since his arrival at No. 15 Rousseau street, be- 
tween Felicity and St. Mary streets, and was employed in driving a 
float, particularly in hauling for the Jackson Railroad. Had not 
been, during his stay here, on board a vessel, nor in the vicinity of 
any known case of yellow fever. Was taken ill Thursday, October 15. 
Fever and other symptoms increased in severity until Saturday, A. M., 
at which time Dr. Axson was called. This gentleman declared the 
case one of yellow fever, and so reported it to the Board of Health. 
The disease continued with unabated violence until Sunday night, 
when he died. Black vomit was thrown up just before death; it was 
also expelled immediately after death. Such prominent symptoms 
as suppression of urine, yellowness of the skin and high temper- 
ature, were present. 


These premises and those of the entire square were disinfected, the 
neighboring streets also, with carbolic acid. It was freely used. 
The chamber wherein the man had lain, was fumigated with sulphu- 
rous acid. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 


During the month of July there was much said among physicians 
concerning a declared prevalence of typhoid fever. I am not war- 
ranted in denying the appearance at that time of cases of actual ty- 
phoid fever, meaning by that term the long continued fever asso- 
ciated with ulceration of Peyer’s glands. Some of these reports 
were made by physicians, whose professional standing is such as to 
jubtify credence in the correctness of their diagnosis. 


I saw no cases of such fever, but at the time saw several cases 
of apparent malarial origin, which commenced very much as a 
bilious remittant fever, becoming continued, and in the course of the 
disease showing adynamic symptoms which eventually resembled 
those of typhoid fever. (ae 


This fever frequently continues three weeks, and in some instances 
six weeks. ‘The tendency was to recovery, particularly under asus- 
taining and stimulant treatment in the later stage of the affection. 
Enteric symptoms, such as an offensive diarrhea and tympanites, were 
observed, but only late, and associated with great prostration, the 
strength and flesh having been literally consumed by the long con- 
tinued fever. The enteric symptoms were only those often observed _ 


122 : 


towards the close of cases of long continued fever with great pros- 


tration. 
CHOLERA AND CHOLERA MORBDUS. 


Except a few cases of cholera morbus, always expected with the 
advent of warm weather and early vegetables, the community was 
free of disease of a choleraic character. 

EARTH-CLOSETS. 


= 


In my report for December, I made special mention of the earth- 
closets distributed among the public schools, as a nuisance, being 
for the greater part in bad order, none of them regularly attended 
to, and consequently in foul condition. They are a vile imposition 
upon the teachers and children, male and female, who are compelled 
to use them, whether filthy or not. If there is an agreement be- 
tween a company and the city in regard to this, it has been shame- 
fully violated. 

FLUSHING THE STREET GUTTERS. 


From the report of last May, I excerpt the following, as setting 
forth in its principal features this important subject : 

“There has been throughout the district, particularly west of St. 
Charles street, great inconvenience and in many instances actual 
suffering, because of the scarcity of water. In addition to this, the 
general comfort has been greatly compromised and health endan- 
gered by the excessively foul state of the street gutters. 

Many of the principal streets, especially those running from the 
river towards the swamp, are flanked on either side by a line of ani- 
mal and vegetable matter in a state of decomposition. This great 
annoyance is repeated about this time yearly, because of drought. 

' The only effectual remedy is a free flow of water through the gut- 
ters. This summer it will be possible to have this flushing of the 
gutters through twelve streets only, because of the sluices through 
the levee being out of repair or above the water line. Defective con- 
struction renders the present system of sluices almost useless. I 
would respectfully suggest that, were these made of four-inch iron 
tubing, laid in a permanent and workmanlike manner, on a level 
from the gutter at the head of each street through the levee to the 
river, and provided with an adjustable valve to regulate the desired 
volume of water, this valve protected by lock and key; with such an 
arrangement the water could be made to flow early in the season, | 
and to continue until that time in the summer when the river will 
have fallen below the level of the sluices. 
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SUB-SOIL WATER. 


I furnish herewith a chart of the observations on sub-soil water 
made daily during the year. 

The range in the well has been nearly that of last year, viz: 4 feet 
7 inches. As reported by Dr Perry, the rise and fall have been due 
to local rains and have no relation to the stage of waters in the river. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTION 


Was delayed by the incessant rains of early spring and also of June. 
It was completed August 17. 








Peer AIO ANOS fae fis 20s ofeisig Fes [a Wicajo alse 0 Biavnie ew ercia 6,781 
Number of premises with hydrants............ecees eee ; 27 
Number of premises with cisterns..........ccceceeesces 6,752 
Number of premises with cisterns and hydrants.......... 27 
Number of premises without water supply ............... 29 
Number of premises built of wood........ .......2--00- 6,125 
Pie ore premises puilt Of Iron.. .....2.-- 6. sseeeeeces none 
Namoer or premises built of brick.............00.c8 2.0. 556 

Number of premises with 402 horses, 1015 mules, 333 cows, 
menor LOUA) ATIIMBIS 6. aise wos cece nse sesccceces 1,760 
Number of premises where animals are kept...... Se ry: 280 
POMPEI VOCANIGLOUS <) cts citins es cies tw e vias t sie nseuesese 257 

Persons occupying premises, white .............6. . 26,974 

Persons occupying premises, colored.............-: 5,942 
32,916 

rect, In 1S Toy. WOE fe. eel oc ec chee ees ds 588 

(aumemenorn in 1873, colored. .......+.+ ..ssessece% 175 
763 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number of Inspections made............ IIE oo VR Oe Ns 8,784 
Number of reinspections made ............ +. eeccceceee: 1,030 
Number of nuisances requiring abatement.............. 1,345 
Number of notices to empty vaults .........cces ese e eee - 1,154 
Number of notices to rebuild vaults.................-25. 59 
Number of notices/to repair vaults............000-. seecee 43 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults ...............000- 40 
Number of notices to clean premises ............-. 20006 14 
Pree teO NOIHES tO TOUS. oS reece nce oa secs es seees 3 
Meer Or Notices to drain lots... . fe. c's ee te eee eae 5 
Wumber of notices|to remove hogs.........0.0- esse cece’ 8 
Number of notices to raise and drain alleys............... 19 
Number of premises disinfected ........... Pree Re eens 5S 105 
Number of premises fumigated..... Eevee Ries Meet tiohs:¢ 54 
Number of cases of small-pox..... Date ates wie oa eats ete 6 76 
Number of cases of yellow fever........cccecccesccccece 1 
Number of parties reported for non-compliance......... ° 3 


JOSEPH HOLT, Sanitary Insp’r, 4th Dist. 
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR, FIFTH DISTRICT, 
(ALGIERS.) 





Orricz Sanrrary Inspxcror, Fira Disraicr, 
New Orleans, La., January 15, 1875. 
C. B. White, M. D., President Board of Health: 
Sir—I hereby most respectfully submit the report of sanitary 
work done in the Fifth District during the year 1874. 
Very respectfully, , W. FILERIG, 
Sanitary Officer, Fifth District. 


HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION. 


RL OI SOK seg rare, 012) 0,5, 6, 0,210.0, «0, copn 0 0p,p ees 00s 2436 
Number-of premises with hydrants................cecseees none 
Number of premises with cisterns....... .....ccccseescccens 1975 
Number of premises with cisterns and hydrants ............ none 
Number of premises with no water supply ................. *165 
Number of premises built of wood ............ 2.2.05 ceeees 2117 
Mocmero premises bunt of iron 22 oie. cae none 
Number of premises built of brick.................0 ee eeee 319 
Number of premises with 104 horses, 58 mules, 468 cows, 160 
I te otis alee dS ieie ain)'ciclsine vo e's 446s) cele eieln ess 790 
Dem OLG NGCANU Gr. a ccis c'est. ss sees fsiseveagsir eae 296 
Number of persons occupying premises, white ever eaters 3993 
Number of persons occupying premises, colored......... 4528 
—— 8521 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Number of inspections made ......... RRs Sree meine ite sai aut 2743 
Number of reinspections .. 1... see sees cece eer cee eens 730 
Number of nuisances requiring abatement SAPs: ee ear 140 
Number of notices to empty vaults...... Bears oc Pes i sroleemelae 362 
Wamber of notices to rebuild vaults... 5........cscsccecnes 2 
Number of notices to repair vaults...........0. cc cewscece 2 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults.............cccecsees 10 
Number of notices to clean premises ..... easter stat aes 18 
Number of notices to fill lots..... ee Bree tenet iatorets feelin fete aera 10 
Mamperor motices to drain) lots... 4505. hs seees n O24 53 
Number of notices to remove hogs ........ Sharh omit ninse re aati Le 
Number of children born in 1873, white............... 241 
Number of children born in 1873, colored..... hts ae 125 
— 366 





*They catch water in barrels. 


126 


Number of notices to repair houses .........02.--+-e0e ... none 
Number of notices to raise and drain alleys.............¢.. none 
Number of dangerous buildings reported ...........0. os. «> ORS 
Number of premises disinfected ..... ...... sin» 3) «cag 46 
Number of premises fumigated ........ 00.0... .0s os Gn if 
Number of cases of small-pox............. SP 121 
Number of children vaccinated, white. ................ 5 
Number of children vaccinated, colored............... 271 
— 276 
Number of parties reported for non-compliance.............- 12 


Table showing cases of small-pox which occurred in the Fifth Dis- 
trict, city of New Orleans, during the year 1874. 


eo ANUBEY ys statis siete s wis Ac'elemtn's Vaniele Wa aie <a eteeneee PAS Lis Savalas a 
Februaryy ifr seul) yeaa se@ie < civic 4/00 ow nots bolo 0 ae 20 
Mar chine soe eicuee'e sie wide sis ase bo eiee sale ake eke eines teen 15 
POVIL | on nw: 6 bia vols lbh, Scale a peg mioiaie, BLE pueaueie. doe skle tne ota ate ein 25 
MAY: i weve eo cet eile welse ce etterein es aleetee a ores cena 30 
JUNG 22+ Oak sine POA A 16 
Of a er aM R I 10 
September «.s.:.stere cease arte ete cite niete tte ola Nie tunes ean 1 

Total «oseecce seca ss PS. ERM DN DE ine el 121 


Of the foregoing, 16 cases were sent to hospital and 17 were re- 


tained at home. 
Total number of premises fumigated, 121. 








s 
VACCINATIONS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1874. 

Sex. Color. Primary or 

Secondary. 

Month. | Ps 

3 5 as Pac be 

: 3 2 MS e a 

® . 

2 q = ) =I fe) 

S D = fc) = 3 

= oa | wie A | w 
PAS TAL oie rian nt apetate 74 97 12 | 159 39 | 1382 
December, <i. = secs a's « 27 i) cat 46 26 20 
Notalen ic? eens 101 | 116 12 | 205 65 | 152 


MISCELLANEOUS VACCINATIONS, 1874. 


Month. 





RL Nias sk pict aie vo 
URC ne ws 
mNoveniper... oe 
HOO oo rr 


1a es 


Adults. 


eto nee | Children. | 


Color. 

, ro 
S| 8 
ol — 
Ee 5 

3 

3 8 

2 

16 
oT 

5 54 


Primary or 
Secondary. 





Secondary. 





On Earth Closets in Public Buildings in the Fifth District. 





What School or Building. 


ee a eee _———— SS 


Police Station and Justice Court 
(Courthouse) on Villere street. 

One-story frame building, former- 
ly used as a police station, now 
occupied by the portress of 
Chestnut School, situated on 
Deleronde street....-..secscecce 

Police Station at Gretna, situated 
on Third street, near Lafayett 
avenue.. Sees seseeeeeeeeeeesesee 





jsupplied with dry 


pair and in work- 
pair and not in 
working order. 


Number of Closets. 
ing order. 
Number out of re- 


| Number in good re- 











Whether regularly 


earth or charcoal. 


Not supplied with 
either dry earth 
or charcoal...... 


Not supplied with 
either dry earth) 
or charcoal...... 

Not supplied with 
either dry earth 
or charcoal....... 


| 








Whether regularly 
emptied or neg- 
lected. 


Neglected. 


, Neglected. 


, Neglected. 


W. FILERIG, Sanitary Officer. 
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR, SIXTH DISTRICT. 





Orrice Sanrtary Inspector, Sixt District, 
New Orleans, December 31, 1874. 
C. B. White, M. D. President Board of Health: 

Sir: I have the honor to report the following summary of work 
performed in and the sanitary condition of the Sixth District for the 
year 1874. 

I will premise by stating that there has been a remarkable immu-: 
nity from malignant diseases of all classes, especially so since the 
month of August. 

For the months of January, February, March and April, the in« 
spections, etc., were made by officers Beauman and Chellette. The 
former being an invalid and dying early in the spring, the greater 
part of the labor was done by the latter and well done. On his 
being relieved, officer Evans was assigned for duty and has faithfully 
performed the services of sanitary officer. The following statement 
will show the amount and character of work done. 

No attention has been paid to the privy vaults of the public schools 
by the Sanitary Fertilizing Company, and they remain in a leaky and 
overflowed condition. 

No inconvenience has been experienced from deficient drainage in 
the squares usually submerged, from the fact that the rain-fall has 
been unusually small. 

The nuisances of the vacheries has been abated by the summary 
action of the city authorities, finding the power of the Board of 
Health insufficient to accomplish their removal. 


HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION. 


Number of premises ne a ee De UN es aie eete eG 2,984 
Number of premises WILT CISTOULON sora dercte wc bide ca hd ace 0" 2,950 
Number of premises with no water supply................ 34 
Number of premises TVGEd ene OR ties tee is pe cet lang cl 2,925 
Number of premises built of brick.. i ee a ravacete tates « 59 
Number of premises where animals a are e kept.. ed eS eaalae  e 368 
Mariber of white population... So. se. cs ee ee 10,209 

Number of colored population...........0.eee eee. 4,158 

; ——— 14,367 
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Number of inspections made..... icin A ee eee ) eae 3,587 
Number of Reinspections ................eeceees steers 622 
Number of notices to empty vaults......... Sci > do eee 622 
Number of notices to repair vaults..........0.-2+ scores 49 
Number of notices to rebuild vaults ..........  - 29 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults......... ee he he 622 
Number of notices to clean premises....... oie o's oleae 2 
Number of notices to filllots.............. tae a eigen 9 
Number of notices to reconstruct gutters............6. oak 25 
Number of notices to supply water..............+-: aime 34 
Number of notices to raise and drain alleys........ cy 2 
Number of cases of small-pox................ 2 a : 64 
Number of premises fumigated..22.........2s02000ceuen 64 
Number of premises disinfected ................- <xiaedeie 622 
Oase cholera Sporadica........seeccceescccrsccsecseenss 1 
TABLE 


Showing Cases of Small-Pox which occurred in the Sixth District, City 
of New Orleans, during the year 1874. 











vi be be ethane 
®| COLOR. SEX. AGE, |DISPOSITI'N| RESULT. | 45/29/68 
S OF CASE. x 2 $s oe 
Rit peer areas Come eared hia Mar ““- — | Pe la, d0] 8 & 
% ; =| | 3 3 Ke “Ans 25 
MONTH. x 9) a 4 *) 

SislElelisiai|s salecl 2 |) Seam 3 
Sle )/o)/ 3) ale | sleds] 3s 7s aaa 
Atk ieod eh @ whet obi an! O2| Oo jm |B PiBS|O> 
ZiFlOl|Sa |e |/4}/o ja“ia* |e 1A [a7 la Fie 

January .../15)"> 1) 14) 3) 12!- 2). 18) 8). 2) 10peese) ae dod bs 

February 14) 90028) 6h 8)! edt Abe c6l. 8. 9: _ Bl. 4) 0 5 

March,..... 9 3 Bt Al 6 7 2 1 BPs i +) ie 1 

j.§ Sry} OMe 16; 49 0 tL 5}--"1S... 3 1457/15). 06 1) 6, Gia g 2 

pil ey kt) 2, 4, 2 Bye va YE ites ee 4, 3 1 4) Pea 

JUNG Genes. Hie 4 3, 4 i 6 1 6 6 1 7} 3 

Vatyoolun. 2 4 1 2 1 1 2 1 7 ie 1 3 2 

August This ees 1 Beso ye es 1 a1 1 3 

September : abl pol ee ay oad alam 

October ...|.. 6 RN ahi ; 

November .|.. ed lie tn ; 

December .|.. p 


Total....l6a| 26! 88) 921 92| 28 36) 7! 57| 40! 15! eel als 
Yours Respectfully, ; 
GEO. KELLOGG, M. D. 


Sanitary Inspector Sixth District. 


REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTION, SEVENTH DISTRICT. 





Orrice Sanrrary Inspector, Seventu District, CaRROLLTON, 


_ New Orleans, January 1, 1875. 
C. B. White, M. D. President Board of Health: 


Sir: In accordance with an act of the Legislature of 1874, an- 
nexing the city of Carrollton to the city of New Orleans, constituting 
it the Seventh Sanitary District with the provision for the appoint- 
ment by your honorable Board at its regular annual meeting, of a 
Sanitary Inspector thereto, I was duly installed April 11, 1874, and 
assumed immediately the work of the office. 

This district comprises that portion of the right bank of Jefferson 
parish lying within Upper Line and Lower Line streets, the Missis- 
sippi river and lake Ponchartrain, with Greenville, a small strip of 
the upper part of the Sixth District; it aggregates a population of 
six or seven thousand, about one half of whom are colored. It is 
high, free from overflow except by crevasse, and well drained ; regu- 
larly laid out in squares of three hundred feet and the banquettes well 
paved with lake brick. The houses, mostly single or double frame 
cottages, are surrounded by small vegetable and flower gardens, one 
or both, and everything presents an air of suburban comfort. Ex- 
cepting one saw-mill, there are no manufactories, work-shops or dis- 
tilleries within its limits. It is the home of those who work on our 
river and levee front, such as steamboatmen, longshoremen, rafts- 
men, sawyers and small shop-keepers. 


HEALTH. 


The health of this district has been up to the present time excel- 
lent. No cases of yellow fever have occurred within its limits. Du- 
ring the summer and fall: months, there were a number of malarial 
cases with typhoid and congestive tendencies among the raftsmen 
and those living near the swamp. In May there were two cases of 
small-pox, and in June three; in all five, four adults and one infant. 
Two of the three which occurred in June, were in the family of a 
dairyman out on the shell road, distant a quarter of a mile from the 
settled portion of the district, and were infected by a patient from 
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the Third District, who paid them a visit during the period of des- 
quamation. The other three were infected while on a visit to the 
Third District where the disease was prevailing. Of the four adults 
each had been vaccinated in early life, the fifth, an infant six 
weeks old, had never been vaccinated. As soon as these cases were 
reported, every body living either in the same dwelling or in the 
neighborhood, were thoroughly vaccinated and the house quaran- 
tined, and after death or recovery, the clothes, etc. burned and the 
house fumigated for two or three days with chlorine gas. To these 
measures, which I supervised in person, I attribute the arrest of the 
spread of the disease. Thesecases with their history are mentioned 
in detail to show the importance of repeated vaccination and of con- 
fining patients who are suffering with this loathsome disease to their 
rooms until the period of desquamation is complete. Before closing 
this I would like to call the attention of the Board to the careless 
manner in which the corpse of the variolous subject is handled. 
Laid out in state, friends and acquaintances are invited through the 
press or by posters to attend the funeral services and follow the body 
to its last resting place, no mention being made of the cause of 
death. The friends, many of whom are unprotected and frequently 
ignorant of the cause of death, or knowing are ignorant of the dan- 
ger they incur, hasten with their little broods to condole with the 
family of the departed and see the body safely deposited in the vault. 
The history of this disease affords numerous examples of the most 
virulent epidemics caused by just such carelessness, and I would 
therefore, respectfully appeal to you for further legislation on this 


point. 
VACCINATION. 


Owing to the occurrence at different times since the war of small- 
pox in this district, vaccination has been more thorough and general 
than probably in any other district of the city, there being few who 
are not protected either by previous attacks of the disease or by 
vaccination. By reference to the tables of vaccinations it will be 
seen that of 158 vaccinated, there were but 21 primary, the remaining 
132 being secondary. Through the co-operation of the teachers of 
the public schools, requiring the pupils to bring certificates of 
thorough protection, signed by regularly licensed physicians, I was 
enabled to see that every child in attendance at the several schools 
was protected. 
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DAIRIES. 


The dairies, several in number, are located on the shell-road some 
distance from the settled portion of the district. They are, as arule, 
kept in excellent order. 


HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION. 


The general house to house inspection was commenced on April 
15, and completed in @July. This work was slow, tedious and 
annoying, owing to the necessity of explaining the various sanitary 
ordinances; a task requiring time, patience and perseverance, but 
which was, with few exceptions, always rewarded by prompt com- 








pliance: 

BEET DLOIISCS yids oj cee sccce tes cée leecuewe's Res ed ets: 
Number of premises with cisterns........ CSET cee 1,159 
fvemiber of premises built of wood... ...........scecesoee 1,248 
Number of premises built of brick................000.20- 20 

Number of premises with horses 167, mules 73, cows 446, 
ee eta ot eons bie eRe w Sie oe be LT aa. Res 256 

Number of persons occupying premises, white....... 3,087 

Number of persons occupying premises, colored...... 2,572 
| 5,659 

Number of children born, 1873, white.............. 76 

Number of children born, 1873, colored............ 86 
162 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Pimper OL inspections Miade,.......2.. ces seevee’ Pew: eaves 1,477 
Number of reinspectionS ....... 2... e sees ee eee eee eee ee 674 
Number of nuisances requiring abatement)... cet a secs 624 
Number of notices to empty vaults..................50e0e 350 
Number of notices to rebuild vaults.................... 36 
Number of notices to repair vaults......... 0... 0.000005. 87 
Number of notices to disinfect vaults.. ....-............ 473 
Number of notices to clean premises........ Lvaloralaty me oma es 36 
Pramver Of notices to fill lote. 2... 06. ee be eect eens 4 
meamber of. notices.to drain lots.... .. 0.66 veedes wees cea 3 
Number of notices to remove hogs. ............ eee ceeees 6 
Number of notices to supply water... ...........6. seseee 28 
Number of notices to raise and drain alleys. .............. 4 
mo umber. of premises disinfected .... 2.5.0.5. jcc cee cece secs 5 
momber of premises fumigated) -. loci cee es 4 
Bemmver-of ‘cases Of amall-pox . i.e iin. cba ii ce sc ees ott 5 
Number of parties reported for non-compliance............ 13 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The public buildings have been considerably improved within the 
last six months, but are yet in need of many little touches, which 
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would contribute much to the health and comfort of their ocel 
The following table will show their present condition: 


REPORT 
On Earth Closets in Public Buildings in the Seventh District. 


























Grammar School, Short street, 


Belt Bl bho rat 
Salas) Bos ce 
oie Big & & a. 
2B wl/Sa| Ses Eo 
> |Isqg o*d 4 E ° ¢ fo) 
Wuat Scuoou ok Burwpina. | 2 | Sa (as mo 
ab otc Kees ees eae cm 
2 +> B 5.2 Sn " 
w iA Flipa| 244 4a 
~ O/OD oaye ay | 
S$ |s8io8| 28 é. Bs 
Aiea |e De 
Jefferson street School, corner ” 
Third and Burthe .......... 2 2 
Washington School, Washing- 
ton street, near Third....... 2 2 

bet. St. Charles and Levee ..| 2 Oe ae 
Courthouse Building.......... 1) Bee 1 
BE PABOM 23) on ghee Siete aie Mn 1 1 
Railroad Depots... <2. .9% fos.% 4 Wie Be eae | 
Police Station.......,...... ie tec Pk 1! 


VACCINATIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS-—1874. 








PRIMARY OR 
SEX. Conor. SECONDARY. 
a i: 
Monta. 3 oa Be je 2 3 
-lais | 2 ie) oe; a23s 
x) g aa S) q O14) Soatre 
Oa] ey ak) eee Pee stars o 
a a NE PO A Pi ae 
PATUALY. cise 9 ac seein « 25 « seenbins Merge ING som FUER 
February ...... anid ae iam oto Lint gilt oop aoe eae acod Nieke Stee es eaetan 
gOS Cage na SERS ep: eal | I ay EMR PTS AG op fa o> 
DE cath ee See 9 ole Oa ted ave te Live fe 
MI isd, Seti dia na) dca yh cae 20 | 36 || 18 | 38 |j....] 56 
UME cae net dos BW fis be be Ts O 2 | 28 |. 
A TR aR A Ke SPL gee Raat EO BE RE Oy : ‘ 
PUIG hei asin m se ohm: as Pe ay Oa Sab LA es il oat 
September yi. 2 1565 AS AT eM tas Ranked ee se ele it ence 
ETc hs | 0y:) a ens © pr sued ahd e hd ATMS aS a Sted eihe Pee ee ees 
DOvemDOR A spore Rene hee othe eid co. Nae, eka cg ee as 
December ......... eticheausneses CAPA TRUS 28 Gay Reg wel mee ee 
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